










05/12/2023 Financial abuse: The weaponisation of child support in 
Australia 6









05/12/2023 Financial abuse: The weaponisation of child support in 
Australia 10

Impact of financial abuse on women’s lives









• Government response to the Joint Select Committee Inquiry into Australia’s 
Family Law System

• Agreed to make changes to the Child Support Scheme to improve women’s safety, 
financial security and income certainty

• Child Support Stakeholder Consultation Group and Expert Panel

• Economic Inclusion Advisory Committee
• Recommended that the Maintenance Income Test be removed to decouple FTBA and 

child support

• Women’s Budget Statement 2023-24
• Committed to removing opportunities for financial abuse to be perpetrated through 

the Child Support Scheme

An opportunity for reform
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