
     

 
 

Moree CLSD Minutes 
Thursday 15 July 2021  

10.00 to 11.30am 
In person (Dhiiyaan) and Zoom 

 

Present:  Judy Duncan (CLSD/JRNSW), Mekayla Cochrane (JRNSW), Glen Crump (Miyay Birray/JAS), Kate Halliday (CLSD), 
Jenny Lovric (JRNSW), Joshua Scotland (Legal Aid), Libby Every (Anglicare), Nicole Mekler (JRNSW), Raymond Hill 
(North & North West Community Legal Service), Jeremy Mills (Department of Education), Patrick Fonti (Tamworth 
Legal Aid), Lynne Worrall (Orange Legal Aid), Zyanna Davidson (Thiyama-li Family Violence), Susan Phillips (Legal 
Aid-CLSAC), Andrew Parker (Homes North), Keisha Hopgood (ALS), Jessica Elliott (Moree ALS), Adam Liskowski 
(Intern-JRNSW), Nicole Lojszczyk (Gilbert & Tobin), Justine Conaty (Legal Aid), Sue-Ellen Hills (Legal Aid- CLSAC),  

Apologies:  Crystal Duncan (Community Corrections), Michelle Van Aarde (Moree Plains Shire Council), Denise Webb (Pius X), 
Stephanie Duke (Pius X), Mark Coulton (MP) Jason Poutawa (Salvation Army), Jill Ahoy (NDIS), Denise Haines 
(NSW Health), Harold T French (LALC, Community), Karen Craigie (Community) 

 

Agenda Item Discussion Action/Responsibility/Time 

1. Welcome, 
acknowledgement 
Purpose: 
 

Judy Duncan acknowledged the traditional owners.  
 
Planning collaborative action in Moree to address legal needs and 
improve legal outcomes for people experiencing social and economic 
disadvantage. 

Action Plan attached 

2. Items for 
discussion: 

1: Moree CLSD Action Plan 2021-2022 

Conducted a meeting online for legal services only (in March), looked at 
the feedback from community consultations, what legal services were 
seeing, any gaps identified, aspirations about service delivery in Moree. 
We tried to capture the most important actions people identified from 
March meeting and consultation, that this network can undertake over 
the next 2 years. 

● Improve information where young people and adults can get help 

for legal issues.  

 



     

● Education for services provides around the following areas: Bail, 

police problems, everyday legal problems - eventually to provide 

education in schools 

Victim services have changed the way they assess a victim services 
application - the victim are now expected to provide the evidence, Legal 
Aid have offered to assist with this.  

Has there been much education done for community service providers? 

Jeremy: We are happy to triage and support Legal Education in the 
school 

Kate: Education issues include: 
● Issues with suspensions,  

● Exclusions from schools and students with special needs 

● Police powers.  

Welcoming any partnership and support in that space. 

Our referral process is changing, this first item came from community 
consultations. Showcase or highlight special knowledge with community 
and family members - this needs more work. Improving referral pathways 
for child protections. Helping father know where to get help for child 
protection’ 

Those driving without a licence are needing more support.  

Who is doing driver licence practice in Moree (Bamara)  

Need to have conversations with them and their ongoing plans in 
community and expansion to Boggabilla and Toomelah. 

Jeremy: Grandmother driving without a licence, out of town - how do 
people isolated in community drive to get their licence without having a 
licence? 

Lynne: Bamara, working with them to be WDO sponsors. Hopefully they 
able to do driving courses and WDO with unpaid fines.  Not particularly 
happening in Moree at the moment, but sounds very promising 

Lynne to follow up with Bamara to ask if they could provide us with 
information about the Moree, Boggabilla and Toomelah area. 



     

2: Actions, big picture issues: 
● Family court, family court hearings - advocating solutions  

● Support for people in the Criminal Justice System with complex 

needs 

Judy: JAS has been refunded, being doing very well in Moree.  

Justine: 2 people concerned about after hours policing in Boggabilla. 
Police station closes at 5pm. Stolen vehicles and stuff happening with 
young people at night, causing stress on elders. Community police don't 
want anything to do with it, and Moree people are an hour away. 

Kate: Is JR doing anything in that space? 

Jenny: JR not working in that region. Phone outside the police station for 
after-hours calls.  

Nic: used to be a 24hr station. Cross border meetings with QLD police 
and NSW police to direct some of those issues. Understand residents 
are sick of it. 

Justine: Things being put on Facebook about the vigilante groups 
coming from Goondiwindi. If you call Boggabilla police after 5pm it goes 
to Moree station. Boggabilla police based at Goondiwindi. What is the 
after-hours protocol?  

Jenny: ACLO based in Boggabilla able to assist? 

Glen: ACLO position is vacant. 

Justine: When is the next PACT meeting, needing more community 
members rather than all services. 

Jenny: No after-hours transport, transport equity in that region. 

Please any issues through to Kate or Judy if you don't want them 
on this Forum. 

Judy to follow up details with the Boggabilla Police Station 
operations 

 
● Wills Clinic 



     

There is a steady flow of people coming through. CLSD to hold more 
clinics here. 

Gilbert & Tobin don’t have any planned clinics at the moment - Feb 2022 
at the earliest. Any urgent ones, we can do them over zoom. Zoom 
workshops are very hard to facilitate - our preference is to do it in person. 

 
● Community Legal Education - School and access to 

education, young people, policing 

Talk between ALS, JRNSW & Gilbert & Tobin around school Legal 
Education. Josh is working with Kim Wilson, ready to present a draft 
session to AECG. AECG are still meeting monthly face-to-face. 

Glen & Judy to send through AECG meeting dates to Josh 

Nicole L: Laura hopes to send material over in the next few weeks - 
background for the presenter 

Keisha: Overlapping? Generic branding that could be tweaked?  

Josh: Available for everyone and tweakable 

Judy: Will be in contact with Jeremy when we know what we're doing for 
access to the schools. 

 
● Frontline Services Forum Meetings - JR & CLSD 

JR partnering with CLSD to bring services together. What's going 
on/wrong with young people in Moree. Higher interactions with policing 
and the criminal justice systems. Service mapping and gaps, nudges in 
the system to get services to realign themselves to get services to 
operate when they are needed. JR priorities already include supporting 
young people and their parents, and families doing it tough. It wiill be 
time limited for services to address particular issues for people after 
hours. Legal Services to be involved. 

Phone services with the ALS, Legal Aid children services hotline 

What are the alternatives other than being put into a police cell? Services 
need to work collaboratively to support alternatives. It will be a face-to- 



     

face forum about changing the system. 

Judy: contacted privately about civil matters of a night, next morning 
referred to legal aid to get legal advice. People want to know straight 
away, and not wait for the office to open and receive a call back.  

3. Service delivery 
update and 
reports: 

Anglicare: No update. 

Miyay Birray: 3-day holiday program. 60-70 kids each session. Working 
with the Saturday night program. Darrel working with JR and Shae for 
other funding opportunities. 

Department of Education: Consultation with education, executive 
direction, student service - Barwon learning centre setting up more 
classes and support. Have them as a stand-alone SSP (School for 
specific purposes).  

Jenny: Will Barwon be taking on additional students? 

Jeremy: Yes.  

Legal Aid - Josh: Stolen Generation scheme 30 June 2022. Stolen 
generation survivors to contact Legal Aid, to support or appeal.  

Legal Aid - Sue-Ellen: CLE for community workers to send through 
information to group 

Legal Aid - Lynne: WDO register with Bamara. Will contact and ask 
what they're proposing to do in Moree. Taking referrals for WDO 
placement and help with fines. TAFE interested in WDO, any eligible 
people in Moree can do a WDO through a TAFE course. Legal Aid don’t 
really do traffic law - currently organising speakers who are experts for 
training in that area.  

Jenny: Moree WDO through TAFE, is there a contact person? 

Lynne: to share contact details. It's for all TAFE campuses and will 
allocate placement. 

Jenny: School based learning students eligible? 

Lynne: No - any TAFE course is a WDO activity. Barwon Learning Centre 
- WDO orders. Can the WDO scheme be rolled out at Barwon? 

Jeremy: Could be a real possibility. TAFE can be reluctant to take on kids 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



     

with behavioural issues. Process of acceptance takes too long. 

Jeremy & Lynne to discuss offline.  

NNWCLE - Ray: Working full time offering a full range of services, 
including court liaison service. Still doing face-to-face appointments. No 
CLEs planned in the immediate future. 

Thiyama-li - Zyanna: Process victim support applications. Started 
recruiting an in-house psychologist to the service and available to zoom 
our outreach clients. 

Gilbert & Tobin - Nicole: Only the wills clinics. Everything is being done 
by zoom for the remainder of the year 

Legal Aid - Justine: Boggabilla Police issue. NCAT matters, established 
a process to reach out to those on the list to offer support. Many Rivers 
said there is half a million dollars for repairs and maintenance for 
Boggabilla/Toomelah land council properties. Maternity leave late 
September with another solicitor stepping in - depending on the COVID 
situation, could be able to travel to Boggabilla/Toomelah. 

Legal Aid - Patrick: Moving to Tamworth 5 August. Experience in 
Walgett, Lightning Ridge, and Collerenebri. Only been in the role for 2 
weeks. Making changes to our clinics, free capacity for more case work. 
Outreach in Moree via telephone.  

JR NSW - Jenny: Haven't managed to get up to Moree. Work focused 
on YP in the criminal justice system, supporting families and education.  

● Requests for data across the areas of care & protection, health 

and criminal justice have been submitted.  

● A lot of work around supporting the Saturday night program. 

Resource poor at SHAE. Needing stuff to keep kids occupied. 

Entirely volunteer run - Trans4m have been our biggest 

contributor to volunteers. Donation greatly received.  

● Youth Forum - aiming 5 November 2021. Day of workshopping 

with YP about their passions and changes they want to see/make. 

Community events showing off their talents etc. Anyone has ideas 

for YP coming up in the region, we would love your input and 

support. 

 



     

● SAP (Special Activation Precinct) - fast tracked Development 

Application (DA) for industrial companies. EDO conversations with 

the impact on the community. JR submitted a submission on the 

draft Master Plan. Good opportunity for growth and positive 

outcomes. 2000 houses being built-in south-east Moree - this is 

not a solution - the current houses still need attention.  

Ray: SAP has already had a significant impact, incorporated with Inland 
Rail. Massive housing stress. 

Judy: MPSC have sold land a caravan park was leasing, having to sell all 
their cabins to evacuate the sold land. 

ALS - Jessica: No update 

Legal Aid - Kate: Callout to services who might be interested in having 
Legal services at their venue. ALS no longer has the capacity to have 
clinics run out of the ALS office. Let Kate or Judy know.  

Sue: Possibly used the Pius X facilities for Legal Aid’s new home. 
 

4. CLSD Program 
Actions 
- Action plan 

See Attachment 

 

 

 

 

5. Next meeting 
Dhiiyaan Centre - 9th September 2021 at 2.00 to 3.30pm – Joint 
Zoom and in person meeting. 

 

 

 


