
 

 
  
 

Moree CLSD Program meeting 
19 November, 10:00-11:00am, Online 

 

MINUTES 
Present:  Judy Duncan (Moree CLSD /Just Reinvest/ALS), Kate Halliday (CLSD Unit), David Evenden (Coronial Inquest Unit - NSW 

Legal Aid), Joy Wilson (Homes North Community Housing), Ros Laws (Community Corrections), Laura Lombaro (G & T Law), 
Laura Stefanou (Aboriginal Legal Service), Marina Attala (NSW Legal Aid), Jaimee Winslow (NSW Legal Aid), Anisha 
Newman (Maayu Mali – MARRS), Niel van der linde (North/Northwest Community Legal Centre), Lynne Worrall (WDO NSW 
Legal Aid), Jesse-Grace Stepheson (G&T Law), Susan Phillips & Sue-Ellen Hills (CLSAC), Alex Manders (Coronial Inquest 
Unit - NSW Legal Aid) 

Apologies: Shirley Johnson (Catholic Education), Jenny Lovric (NSW Just Reinvest), Nicole Mekler (NSW Just Reinvest), Jemimah 
McCaughan (NSW Legal Aid), Glen Crump (Red Cross), Darrel Smith (Miyay Birray Youth Service), Jen Davidson (G&T Law), 
Patrick Fonti (NSW LA), Kelly James (Justice Advocacy), Winnecke Baker (CLSD), Kerrianne Howarth (Dept. Regional NSW) 

 

Agenda item Discussion Action/Outcome 
1. Welcome/ 
acknowledgement 

I acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Custodians of the lands on which we live, work 
and travel.  
We pay our respects to Elders both past and present and acknowledge the contribution and 
sacrifice our Elders have made to better our community and future. 

 

2. Check-in  
Introductions.  

 

3. Guest Speakers  David Evenden - Solicitor Advocate - Coronial Inquest Unit - NSW Legal Aid: 
 
Provides representation in coronial inquests involving the public interest. 
Coronial matters such as deaths in custody and accidental deaths are dealt with in the 
Coroner’s Court and are most common in the media however the Court investigates many 

 



 

 
  
 

other kinds of unexpected deaths.  About 6000 deaths are reported to the Coroner each 
year, 60 deaths in custody a year, other reportable suspicious or unusual deaths such as 
those of mental health patients, suicides, all get reported to the Coroner, but few end up as 
Inquests.  The Coroner has power to dispense with inquiry if they can ascertain the 
circumstances of the death.  
There is often unmet legal need when people need information from the Coroner, maybe to 
agitate to have an inquest, or things at an early stage about post-mortem or release of the 
body. When there is a reportable death the body of the deceased is taken by the Coroner to 
a morgue in Newcastle or Sydney.  Transport of bodies can sometimes be an issue. 
 
The Coronial Inquest Unit at Legal Aid NSW has been advocating for increased cultural 
competency for Coroner’s office staff recently there has been an increase in counselling 
resources with specialist workers. 
 
The Aboriginal Legal Service NSW/ACT also does a lot of representation work now for 
deaths in custody in the Coroners Court.  Legal Aid NSW can also assist.   
 
There is no longer any means test for representation in relation to an Aboriginal death 
in custody.   
 
Legal Aid NSW can also help with other cases, including advice about Coroners Court cases.  
For Information and advice call the Unit on 02 9219 5156 or 02 9219 5000.   
 
Judy indicates that there is a need for face-to-face information for families from the CIU in 
Moree. Several people in the community have experienced unexpected death after medical 
treatment. 
 
Ros Laws - Coordinator Local Coordinated Multiagency Offender Management 
Moree Community Corrections - Corrective Services NSW Department of Communities 
& Justice:   
Work with DCJ, Police on case plans for offenders. 

Program has been operating since 2017 now with 10 sites in NSW 



 

 
  
 

Issues for clients include accommodation for men in domestic violence situations, a lot of our 
strategies are around domestic violence with 84% of offenders having a history of domestic 
violence offending. 
Offenders must consent to the program. 
Increasingly more complex cases – for example, 10 services who are working with one 
offender, but this is too much for this individual. 
Only take offenders with most persistent offending. 
Share information with stakeholders i.e. police share information about their intelligence 
Majority of clients on some sort of dosing i.e. drug and alcohol. 
Issues include wanting to see children, getting their licence. 
Multiple referral pathways, requirement is for client to be classified as T2 medium or above. 
Referral can be made by email but must be with consent of individual: 
Roslyn.LAWS@justice.nsw.gov.au 
 
Question: Where do PCYC come involvement.  Ros advises that PCYC is more for young 
people, and that the  
Traffic Offender Program has not been run for some time. Ros covers Moree and Inverell 
LGAs. 
Ros is asked about success of the program; she advises that 30 out of 185 offenders who 
she has worked with have  
maintained their tenancy, many are keeping their medications up to date and doing well in 
the community. 
 
Joy Wilson - Resident Engagement Officer - Service Improvement - Partnership Unit, 
Homes North Community Housing Co Ltd 
Assisting and developing tenant participation structures. 
Supporting tenants to be involved for change and improvement. 
Activities and events to develop confidence and trust of tenants. 
Uses a strength-based approach with tenants. 
Acts as the conduit between the tenant and Homes North. Create linkages for tenants who 
need help and support services. Develop consultation and systems for tenants and 
participate in and support community renewal  
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Practical mental and physical support for those who Joy serves – she says it has been a 
privilege to serve. Joy has a background of being a Salvation Army officer 
Homes North has 221 properties in Moree 
Promote and implement education programs for tenants. 
Help tenants with electricity bills, complaints to EWON. 
Providing masks and hand sanitiser. 
Looking at waste at homes. 
Providing large skip bins and work with Best Employment. 
Last year conducted Share the journey with Aboriginal women – facilitated by a local 
Aboriginal woman looking at topics in practical fun way with prizes i.e. a door bell camera, 
talked about safety issues, hope to do it again in 2022. 
Worry about the housing conditions – wish we had more eco houses. 
Christmas time – people need practical help and face knock backs from services because 
they aren’t an existing client of the service – a resource issue 
Joy does EPA for anyone in the community. 
 
Lauren Stefanou Solicitor - COVID Fines - Aboriginal Legal Service (NSWACT) Limited 
The ALS has established a new Covid-19 legal assistance clinic which is a state-wide 
service, with additional lawyers doing this work in Sydney, Dubbo and Bourke which will 
cover Moree and Walgett. The service can help with on-the-spot fines and charges for public 
health fines. The service can provide comprehensive advice, write off, review, court elect, 
referral and assistance with work and development orders. 
 
ALS internal data collection indicates that there now are fewer charges than during July – 
September period. There have been some positive outcomes for people at court for people 
facing public health order offences where they received a more lenient sentence such as a 
fine of $250 rather than the penalty notice fine of $1000. However, there are a lot of 
considerations when deciding whether to go to court, particularly for those who are on a bond 
or community-based order.  We expect to get some more outcomes from defended hearings 
in the new year particularly on the issue of whether the person had a reasonable excuse. 
Marina asks whether there has been a positive response from prosecutors to representations 
to withdraw prosecutions. Lauren advises that they are taking a multi-pronged approach and 
are in the process of making representations but that it is early days. Feedback from 
community legal centres indicates some success with representations in Sydney. 



 

 
  
 

Lynne WDO service- this service is meeting a gap due to eligibility criteria welcomes referrals 
for WDO as they have been working with stakeholders for years in Moree. Both Legal Aid 
NSW and ALS will look at cementing referral pathways, including where Legal Aid NSW can’t 
help with court election. 
 
Referrals to the Covid-19 legal assistance clinic can be made by telephone 1800 765 767 or 
email covidfines@alsnswact.org.au. 
Update on Covid-19 fines data for Moree region: 
285 fines have been issued, 9 of these have been paid, 27 have been enforced, and 18 
people are on payment plans. 
 

4. Emerging 
Issues  

Frontline Service Forum and Survey  
While there are many services for young people and their families in Moree there  
are also concerns about gaps in services.  CLSD and JR have joined together to undertake a 
survey of services, and then hold a forum of services in Moree next year to look at how we 
may be able to improve collaboration and fill gaps. 
 
Boggabilla Round Table –Some feedback from community not knowing what is going on, 
when services do outreach, and inappropriate venues being used. Judy has shared with 
information with the Legal Aid NSW Civil Law Service for Aboriginal Communities, Moree 
CLSD hoping to do some face-to-face work with Toomelah, Boggabilla and Mungindi.  
Protocols when dealing in and with Aboriginal communities not being adhere to. 
 
Moree CSLD and CLSAC Team have agreed to address issues and concerns talking with 
Boggabilla/Toomelah communities, getting true reflexion of big picture. Meeting to be called 
in community. Talks are in early stages. So is hoped that a community meeting to be called 
for each of the communities early 2022. 
 
COVID Charges and Fines: This is alarming with the figures for Moree LGA in recent months 
alone.The period for the 2021 lockdown period which started late June up to 1 October 2021. 
 
Covid-19 restrictions - People feeling unfairly targeted by media coverage, blame for spread 
of Covid.  
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Sue-Ellen indicates that there are concerns about needs in Boggabilla and Toomelah now, is 
there anyone on the ground that we speak with about getting messages out. 
 
How do we access the Boggabilla roundtable? Judy emailed the council and asked them to 
put Merinda Dutton from CLSAC on their list. 
 

Marina from the Legal Aid NSW CLE team advises that from 1 December partners will be 
able to order the Older Person’s diary here, and that Legal Aid NSW should be able to get 
out in community to do CLE from February next year. 
 
Gilbert + Tobin can help with problems such as discrimination, complaints against police, 
when Legal Aid and CLC can’t assist also conflicts when body is released from the Coroner, 
we will prioritise requests from Moree.  Still seeing lots of education issues, quality of 
education and suspension from school, at the moment we are assisting someone in NCAT  
fighting to get access to information from their school.    
 
Contact Laura Lombardo at Gilbert + Tobin LLombardo@gtlaw.com.au.   

5. Next meeting • 25 February 2022  
• 27 May 2022 
• 26 August 2022 
• 25 November 2022  
Time, location & how to be confirmed (e.g.via Zoom/Teams - face to face) – Save the dates 
���� 

 

 

 

  

 

https://www.legalaid.nsw.gov.au/publications/factsheets-and-resources
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