
 

 
  
 

Northern River CLSD Program meeting 

27 September 2022, 1-3PM, Casino Neighbourhood Centre 

 

MINUTES 

Present:  Bridget Barker (Legal Aid), Rachael Thomas (Legal Aid), Alisha Wright (Legal Aid), Peter Skopeponovic (DEWR), Stephanie 

Millen (Legal Aid), Kylie McKenzie (WDVCAS), Nicole Jenkins (NRCLC), Sahm Ryder (NRCLC), Leearna Williams (DCJ), 

Ben West (CSRA), Sorcha Tormey (NIAA), Julie Gava (NIAA), Tracey Callegari  (DCJ), Jade Shanley (Kyogle FSS), Kieren 

Taituma (Mission Australia), Denise Brown (Dept Ed), Gegory Caldwell (Richmond Council), Joy Peters (CLSD/NRCLC), 

Winnecke Baker (CLSD/Legal Aid). 

 

Apologies: Karen Keogh (HWL), Alison Farrant (Tursa), Emma Heagney (Legal Aid), Fiona Pace (Legal Aid), Jodie Scott (DCJ), Maureen 

Gill (Caspa). 

 

Agenda item Discussion Action/Outcome 

1. Welcome and 
purpose of 
today’s meeting 

• To connect with the community in Casino and see how we can help with local legal 
issues.  

• To listen to what local services are experiencing.  

• To discuss the opportunities and possibilities for engagement with Justice Reinvest In 
casino. 

 

2. Guest 
speakers 

Ben West – Richmond Valley Council  

- Ban managed the Casino sport stadium, but it is still closed due to flood damage.  
- The stadium was a central place for young people in Casino to engage in sport and 

social activities. It worked so well because it was a controlled environment where 
young people from all backgrounds would congregate. 

- Issues that existed before the pandemic and the flood have been exacerbated. 

 



 

 
  
 

- After some traumatic events locally, Ben organised a meeting for services to hear 
directly from young people about their experiences and ideas. This group now meets 
fortnightly. 

- Upcoming activities/initiatives that have come from this meeting include: 
▪ A blue light disco which silent headphones so young people can still talk and people 

with autism can control the volume. 5 local police are attending.  
▪ Breakfast club at the Oaks Centre 

▪ Zebra restaurant has donated its facilities in the evening when it is closed for young 
people to learn barista skills. 

▪ Partnerships with TAFE NSW.  

− Would ideally like a Youth and Recreation Centre opened in Casino.  
 
Key issues for young people in Casino 

- Lack of transport between Lismore and Casino for young people to connect with 
services. Most support services operate from Lismore.  

- Limited cultural programs on Country. 
- No youth and recreation centre. Casino and Coraki have very limited activities for 

young people compared with Kyogle where there is a youth centre, bowling alley, 
cinema and skate park.   

- Limited early intervention/casework supports located locally.  
- Some young people see ending up in Acmena as a right of passage.   

3. Facilitated 
Discussion 

Opportunity to work with Just ReInvest 

- Attendees noted that most kids have contact with police through silly mistakes and 
once they are in the system, it is very challenging to get them out.  

- Agreement that early intervention and prevention are key.  
- The next step is to determine whether the Aboriginal community support approaching 

Just Reinvest via a community meeting.  
- Conversation around data shared about how police are acting against young people led 

to a conversation about the interaction of the legal advice given to young people not to 
speak to police and the ability of police to issue cautions to young people. Opportunity 
to provide more information to partners about this and the operation of Youth Justice 
Conferences too.  

 
Existing strengths in Casino  

Joy and Julie to 
support the next 
meeting of the 
working group. 
 
Joy to link with JR. 



 

 
  
 

- Lots of people are already doing things for the community that don’t always get 
acknowledged.  

- Superintendent Scott Tanner and Inspector Grant Eriksson have already expressed 
interest in working on a project locally on bail. They are both supportive of diverting 
young people from prison and always respond to invitations to visit community and 
attend events.  

- The new local Magistrate in Casino would like to increase referrals to youth justice 
conference.  

- Just Reinvest has expressed interest in Casino.  
 
Next step 

1. Organise a local meeting of members of the Aboriginal community. Partners want to 
invite Superintendent Tanner and Inspector Eriksson to this meeting. Other networks to 
connect with; AECG and school P&Cs.  

2. Interested partners from this meeting will meet in 2 weeks to finalise the arrangements 
for this meeting (invitation, venue, time, purpose, facilitator) 

 
Other suggestions 

- Would it be possible to use a social enterprise to build a recreation centre. This could 
include involving young people in building the centre so that they gain 
education/training at the same time and have ownership of the centre. One option 
raised was Peppercorn grants.  

- Approaching Council to establish a Youth Council?   
4. Updates  

Northern Rivers Community Legal Centre  

- New office in Lismore at the corner of Convay and Carrington Streets. 
- Services at this location: 

▪ Northern Rivers Community Legal Centre 
▪ Women’s Domestic Violence Court Advocacy Service 

▪ Tenant’s Advice and Advocacy Service  
▪ In-house social workers 

 



 

 
  
 

- In-house social workers can help young people with applications for victims' 
compensation. They can’t take external referrals, but the community legal centre 
can do a warm referral.  

- Face-to-face appointments are available.   
- Have a new van that will enable the team to do outreach for Disaster Recovery. 

 
5. CLSD 
Program MOU 
with BDM 

 Availability of free NSW birth certificates via CLSD Program events 
 

- The CLSD Program has a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the NSW 
Registry of births, Deaths, and Marriages that gives the program access to a quota of 
free NSW birth certificates for eligible people. The birth certificates must be applied for 
at CLSD Program events.  

- Eligibility has 3 parts.  
 

To be eligible people must: 

1. Be experiencing financial hardship (eg. Be receiving a full Centrelink 
payment or have no income), and 

2. Have not already received a free birth certificate in the past year, and 
3. One or more of the following must apply: 

- Under 18 and not in education or employment 
- Have a mental illness or cognitive impairment 
- Be experiencing or be at risk of homelessness 
- Be Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander 
- Have no or low literacy 

- Are in or have been in out-of-home-care 

- Be a victim of family or domestic violence.  
 
Suggested locations to hold a legal outreach clinic where birth certificates are offered. 

- Mulli 
- Coraki 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
  
 

Kyogle Family Support Services offered to help with the follow up on applications 
made in these areas and to partner on this work.  
 
 
  

Joy to follow up with 
Jade. 

6. Next meeting 22 November- Murwillumbah 1 – 3pm  
NRCLC Office Murwillumbah 

 

 

 

  


