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CLSD South Coast CLSD Minutes 
 

23 February 2021 / 12:00-13:30 / via videoconference  
 

Present: Antonietta Natoli (ACDL), Lucy Nadj (Shoalcoast CLC), Erica Weatherly (Shoalcoast CLC), Linda Meyns (Legal Aid NSW, WDO Service), 
Catherine Grimshaw, Kylie Edwards, Sharlene Naismith (Legal Aid NSW, Homelessness Outreach), Natalie Chwah (Law Access NSW), Julie 
Bye (EWON Kerry Wright (Legal Aid NSW, CLE Unit), Liz Dunlop (Shoalcoast CLC, CLSD Coordinator), Winnecke Baker (Legal Aid NSW, CLSD 
Unit), Lesley (SAHSSI), Alison Murie (Red Cross), Tracey Duncan (EWON),  Louisa Stewart (Shoalcoast CLC), Sue Phillips (Legal Aid NSW, Civil 
Law Service for Aboriginal Communities), Kylie Edwards (Information on Disability Education & Awareness Services),  

 

Apologies:         Justine O’Reilly, Jo Pollock, Kate Milner, Margaret Crothers, Emma Wood, Tricia Forbes, Julie Hathaway, Chris Heazlewood, Arava Klein, 
Felicity Huntington, Brett Cunningham, Nathan Kennedy, Craig Cockburn 

 

Agenda Item Discussion Action/Responsibility/Time 
1. Opening 

 
Liz acknowledged the respective Aboriginal lands that partners called from and welcomed 
everyone to the meeting.  
 
A poll was taken about whether to have the next meeting online or in-person: 
 

1. 79% of participants would like to go back to in-person meetings, with a ZOOM option  
2. 14% of participants would like to continue with ZOOM 
3. 7% of participants would like to go back to in-person meetings  

 

 

2. Purpose  Updates from previous minutes 
 

a. Development of joint legal service posters: these are available for  
- Batemans Bay, Mogo and surrounds 
- Milton, Ulladulla and surrounds 

 
 
Please contact Liz at Shoalcoast 
CLC if you would like digital and/or 
print copies  
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- Nowra and surrounds 
- Eden, Bega and surrounds 
- Moruya, Bodalla, Wallaga Lake and surrounds, and 
- Snowy Monaro, Queanbeyan/Palerang  

b. Fines and WDOs 
 
Application of licence sanction reform to our region  
- In September last year Revenue NSW introduced a hardship program focused 

on First nations people and young people.  
- As of 28 September 2020, a driver licence sanction will not be imposed as a 

first response to unpaid fines for enforcement orders owed by young people 
and First Nations people living in specific target locations.  

- The target locations are areas that the Australian Bureau of Statistics classifies 
as: 

o Very remote 
o Remote 
o Outer regional and 
o Inner regional post codes where at least 9% of the population are First 

Nations people.  
 

Revenue NSW 50% Reduction Program  
- This policy is being reviewed in August.  
- Recent data shows that it is mainly aged pensioners who are benefitting from 

the scheme 
c. Tenancy  

- An update will be provided at the next meeting about this.  
 

 
 
Please contact Liz at Shoalcoast 
CLC for a full list of target locations 
on the South Coast. 
Please contact the WDO team at 
Legal Aid NSW on 9219 5000 or 
WDO@legalaid.nsw.gov.au  if you 
have clients who are impacted by 
licence sanctions.  
 
 
Please contact the WDO team at 
Legal Aid NSW on 9219 5000 or 
WDO@legalaid.nsw.gov.au  if you 
have clients who you think should 
be eligible but who are missing 
out.  
 
 
Resources for help with fines are 
available via LawAccess NSW:  
https://www.lawaccess.nsw.gov.au
/Pages/representing/lawassist_fin
es/lawassist_haveyougot_fine/law
assist_haveyougot_fine.aspx 
 

3. Guest Speakers  

Erica Weatherly 
(Shoalcoast CLC) 
Erica@shoalcoast.org.au - 
0409 633 092 &  

Sharlene Naismith 

‘Legal Issues for Bushfire Affected Clients’ 

There are still lots of issues arising from the bushfires that people can get legal help for, 
including: 
 

- Insurance 
- Tenancy 
- Neighbourhood disputes 
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 (Legal Aid)   
 
  

- Credit, debt and financial hardship 
- Dispute resolution 
- New bushfire legal aid scheme  

It is important for people to know that they do not need to accept an offer from their 
insurance company at face value. All companies have internal review policies.  

Bushfire Legal Aid Scheme  

This scheme provides funding for private lawyers to do work on matters arising from the 
2019/2020 bushfires. If the applicant is a primary producer (anyone who conducts any type of 
primary production business) or small busines (19 or less employees) they can access the 
funding - it is not means tested! 

The funding is also per legal problem not per client, so people can access the scheme more 
than once.  

If people already know a lawyer who they have worked with in the past and they want to use 
them again, all that lawyer needs to do is register for the scheme via Legal Aid NSW.  

Help is also still available from Justice Connect and the Financial Rights Legal Centre.   

Q. Is specific help available for people with disability? 

Legal Aid NSW is not aware of this but legal services like Legal Aid and the CLC will always 
engage with people’s support networks when helping them with their legal problem.  

4. Facilitated 
Discussion 

What current challenges are partners experiencing for their clients? 
 

1. Issues associated with re-building 
Through its bushfire work, Shoalcoast CLC has identified that a lot of people who lost their 
homes in the fires are now having problems due to poor building work by companies who 
installed temporary/emergency dwellings for them to live in.  
 
If you have any clients in this situation, please refer them for legal advice from either 
Shoalcoast CLC or Legal Aid NSW.  
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Some people who need to re-build are also discovering that their properties are now covered 
by new local environmental plans, which significantly restrict their ability to re-build their 
home. Some people are also experiencing additional trauma because they have been told that 
the government plans to acquire their land for the Princes Highway upgrade.  

 
Q. Is priority housing offered to bushfire impacted residents?  
Unfortunately not, because there aren’t enough houses for the people impacted. Lawyers can 
help people by asking for extensions to temporary accommodation arrangements on 
compassionate grounds.  
 
Look out for the NSW Audit Office audit of the NSW Homelessness Strategy will be published in 
the first half of this year.  

2. Difficulty with Disability Support Pension applications  

Some applications appear to have been rejected unfairly. In one example, 30 minutes of 
rehabilitative physio exercises that a man with cerebral palsy does in the gym was interpreted as 
an ability to do regular exercise.  

 Help in this area is available from: 

Welfare Rights Legal Centre 

Phone: 02 9211 5300 or 1800 226 028 

Advice: Monday and Wednesday 9:30AM – 12:30PM 

Illawarra Community Legal Centre – Welfare Rights Service 

Phone: 4276 1939 

Legal Aid NSW 

Nowra Office: 4422 4351 

Shoalcoast CLC 

Phone: 1800 229 529 

Kylie Edwards noted that in her experience, Centrelink doesn’t have alternative ways to 
communicate with people who are illiterate. They only offer to send letters.  
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3. Illegal charges to access information about TICA listings  

As a result of changes to the TICA database last year you do not need to pay for access to 
information about a listing. Legal Aid NSW has noticed that some people are being charged 
improperly. Some people have been asked to pay a one-off fee while others have been asked to 
sign up to a subscription service.  

Please contact a legal service or 
the Tenants Advice and Advocacy 
Service if you or a client are asked 
to pay to access this information.  

5. Partner work 
updates  

Antonietta – New outreach worker with the Australian Centre for Disability Law  
 
The purpose of the role is to provide any person with disability who is or has faced 
discrimination due to COVID restrictions, with information about their rights and to provide 
referrals to the legal team. 
 
While ACDL is willing to work with anyone with disability, there is an emphasis on hard-to-
reach communities in both residential and institutional settings, including students. 
 
The role includes travel across metropolitan, regional, and rural NSW to: 
•identify communities in need  
•provide basic Community Legal Education, and  
•provide referral to the Centre for any legal work as required. 
 
Email: ANatoli@disabilitylaw.org.au 

Legal Aid NSW WDO Service 
- The service is focusing on Nowra over the next few months to reconnect with 

existing WDO sponsors and to recruit new sponsors.  
- There will be an online WDO sponsor forum in May. 
- TAFE NSW are now a WDO sponsor state-wide. If you have any clients who 

could work off their fines through their TAFE course reach out to the TAFE and 
the WDO team at Legal Aid NSW for support.  

 

6. Project Reports Cut it Out  
- Funding expires at the end of this financial year. 
- Two TAFE and community colleges have asked for the training. 
- Bega Women’s Centre was suggested as a partner.  

 

If anyone knows a service that is or 
may be interested in this training, 
please contact Liz at Shoalcoast 
CLC.  

7. Next meetings 25 May 2021  
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