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Completing the application 

 

• Check the spelling of parents and children’s names and birth dates – mistakes 
can easily be made and carried forward on other documents.  

 

• Ensure the area the children live in and the area of   parents / carers’ residence  
is also included on the application; this will facilitate and expedite allocation  

 

• Including solicitor and DCJ email addresses in contact details is helpful for 
clinicians who sometimes have difficulty locating a party’s phone number. 
Check that you are including your client’s most recent address and phone 
number.   

 

• Usually the reasons for inclusion and reasons for assessment can be kept 
succinct, unless there are specific circumstances that need to be addressed by 
the court.  

 

• If requesting a repeat assessment be clear about why this is needed and why 
now, the proposed assessment is likely to provide relevant information that is 
unlikely to be obtained elsewhere. Check the previous clinic assessment 
recommendations, as sometimes clinicians have suggested circumstances 
when a further assessment might be useful, or changes that might warrant a 
change of direction in the child’s care plan.  

 

• Please indicate whether an interpreter is required and in what language. 
 

• Please indicate if this is an Aboriginal family and if so if there is a cultural plan. 
 

• If you think it would be helpful for the clinician to talk to someone, you can 
suggest this (and include their contact details). (The clinician may also decide 
to seek the parent's consent.) e.g. treating professional.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



File of documents 
 

• Where an assessment has been done by a psychiatrist or other professional it 
is important that this report is provided to the clinician and that the client 
understands that this is to assist with the assessment. Clinicians need to take 
into account all relevant information, and if this information is not provided it 
may delay completion of the clinic assessment. 

 

• Ensure information about children’s early childhood , current health, 
development  and education is included in subpoenaed documents wherever 
possible. If there is a a cultural plan please send to the Clinician. 

 
 

Terms of assessment 
 

• This is the most significant part of the assessment from the clinician’s 
perspective.  

 
Views and wishes 

 

• Under the age of 4 years children will have a limited ability to express views 
and wishes. If clinicians are asked to comment on a preschool child’s views 
and wishes they will generally rely on observation of the child in different 
settings, and use consideration of the child’s level of comfort and quality of 
interaction to infer views and wishes. Consider whether these comments would 
add anything to the assessment. 

 

• When asking a clinician to explore the child’s views or wishes, consider 
whether the child is aware of court proceedings. Early in S.90 proceedings the 
child might not be aware of these, and it may be useful at the Application stage 
to consider how the clinician should be introduced, and whether another person 
should or should not  be responsible for explaining the context of their visit.   
Remember that children may not be aware that their current placement is not 
permanent.  

 
Identifying specific issues to be addressed by the clinician 

 

• When asking for information about the child’s individual characteristics or 
special needs (s.53) think about how this information might be relevant to 
decision making. Is there anything that the clinician should focus on? e.g. what 
are the child’s day to day care and therapy needs? 

 

• The clinician will be guided by the documents in addressing the standard 
questions about issues of concern and the child protection concerns (s.54).   

 

• Be judicious about adding additional questions, and avoid repeating questions 
in relation to s.53 and s.54 in the application. More questions generally do not 
lead to a better report. In fact multiple overlapping questions may lead to less 
clarity in the clinician’s conclusions.  

 



• Consider asking specific questions where you think relevant information may 
have been overlooked or where accounts have been contradictory – e.g. about 
the impact of domestic violence on a parent’s mental health.   

 

• If your client has undertaken a specific program or treatment, you might 
consider asking for the clinician’s evaluation of its impact. 

 
 
 

Recommendations 
 

• If you want a clinician to be definitive in their conclusions ask specific questions 
about what should happen for the child – especially in relation to where they 
should live, what services would be important and contact arrangements.  

 

• If asking questions about restoration s.84 provides a helpful guide, focusing on 
outcomes, services and time frames.   

 
Who should do the assessment? 

 

• The Children’s Court Clinic allocates assessments based on clinician 
availability and skills. Generally where a clinician has previously conducted an 
assessment they will be allocated future assessments for the same family, 
unless the clinician is unavailable or the order specifically asks for a different 
clinician to be allocated.  

 

• Be careful about requesting a clinician with a particular professional 
qualification or for a clinician to use a specific procedure. You might 
inadvertently end up with a less experienced clinician, without getting a more 
useful report.  It is usually more helpful to focus on the questions that you want 
the clinician to answer, rather than to prescribe the way they should be 
answered.     

 

• You can ask for a specific clinician, but allocation will depend on a range of 
factors, including clinician preference and availability. Please note it is the 
Director who finally determines which clinician it will be allocated to. The 
current Director is happy to discuss what you need with you whilst the 
application is being prepared. 

 
 


