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Changes to Care and Protection policies and fee scales 

Changes have been made to Legal Aid NSW client eligibility policies and practitioner 
fee scales in response to new Care and Protection legislation. 

Background 
 
The amendments to the Children and Young Person (Care and Protection) Act 1998 
(NSW) commence on 29 October 2014. The Act makes a number of changes to the 
current care and protection regime. The changes have been called the “Safe Home 
for Life” reforms. 

The underlying principle of the reforms is the permanent placement of children, with a 
strong emphasis on placement other than in the long term parental responsibility of 
the Minister.  

Aspects of the child protection legal and regulatory system will be simplified through 
the reforms in areas including providing a mechanism for varying contact 
arrangements by agreement. 
 
Policy changes 

Legal Aid NSW has amended its policies to provide parties who have a dispute about 
contact an opportunity to resolve the dispute before taking the matter to court. This is 
in response to the new section 86(1D)(a), which provides that before granting leave to 
a party to bring an application before the court, the Children’s Court must consider 
whether the relevant parties have participated in alternative dispute resolution. 
 
A grant of legal aid will be available for: 

 All children and young people who are the subject or potential subject of a 
section 86 contact application to be represented at the mediation 

 Other parties to be represented at the mediation, but only if certain criteria are 
met, including that the applicant for aid is at significant disadvantage 

 
Fee scale changes 
 
The following fee scales now apply to contact dispute mediation: 
 

 For attendance as a legal representative at a contact dispute mediation: $150 
per hour to a maximum of 4 hours  

 For preparation by a legal representative for a contact dispute mediation 
(including intake with mediator): $375. Child representatives will also be 
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granted $300 for a visit to a child and an additional $150 for each visit to 
additional child/ren per separate location.  

 For mediators running a contact dispute mediation: $450 for attendance at 
mediation and a $150 preparation fee. 

 
Where do I find the changes? 
 
The changes can be found in the Care and Protection policies and State Family 
Law fee scales on the Legal Aid NSW website. 
 
Commencement date 
 
The changes are effective for determinations of applications made on or after 29 
October 2014. 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.legalaid.nsw.gov.au/for-lawyers/policyonline/policies/5.-family-law-matters-when-legal-aid-is-available/5.16.-care-and-protection-matters
http://www.legalaid.nsw.gov.au/for-lawyers/fee-scales/state-matters/family-matters-practitioner-fees
http://www.legalaid.nsw.gov.au/for-lawyers/fee-scales/state-matters/family-matters-practitioner-fees

