
 

 
  
 

Central West CLSD Region CLSD Program meeting 

9 June 2022 at Western Plains Cultural Centre  

MINUTES 

Present:  Superintendent Danny Sullivan ( Orana Mid-Western Police District), Ian Burns (Aboriginal Youth Team NSW Police), Gargi Ganguly 

(Department of Prime Minister & Cabinet), Hannah Robinson (Knowmore), Tori Mines (Western Women’s Legal Support), Donna Bruce 

(ALS), Kelly Friend (Legal Aid NSW), Scott Fox (Legal Aid NSW), Lindy Grady (NEWTAAS), Elise Baker (Legal Aid NSW), Geraldyne Keen (Legal 

Aid NSW), Lynne Worrall (Legal Aid NSW), Karen Golland (Legal Aid NSW), Patrick O’Callaghan (Western NSW Community Legal Centre), Jo 

Leader (Leader Life), Mary Ann Hausia (Interrelate) Jimmy Forrest (Connecting Community Services), Kate Halliday (Legal Aid NSW), Sharon 

Tomas (ALS) 

 

Apologies: Bill Dickens (Legal Aid), Jenny Bevan (Disability Advocacy NSW), Ashlea Layard (Justice Health), Simon Colyer (ALS), Curtis Penning (ALS) 

 

Agenda item Discussion Action/Outcome 

1. Welcome and 
Acknowledgement 
of Country 

Welcome by Sharon Tomas 
Acknowledgement of Country by Scott Fox 
Purpose of meeting 

• To hear from Supt Sullivan regarding policing in the region 

• To provide information to Supt Sullivan 

• To explore how we can work together 
 

 

2. Guest Speakers Introduction of Special Guests Superintendent Danny Sullivan and Senior Constable Ian Burns 
from Orana Mid-Western Police District 

Question - Can you tell us a bit about your philosophy and approach to policing and what does 
that look like for the community on a day to day on the ground? 

 Superintendent Sullivan described his philosophy and approach to policing, in the style of Sir 
Robert Peel, which is community oriented and having a focus on prevention three pillars of 
focus: team, community and crime.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
  
 

 
Question - What are Police priorities for the region? 

Focus on domestic and family violence because over one third of charges in the Orana Mid-
Western Police District are related to domestic and family violence or breach of apprehended 
domestic violence orders.  Concerned about the impact of that trauma on children in affected 
families.   
 
One challenge in relation to ADVOs is how to frame orders to maximise protection and promote 
interests of children. 

 
Question /concern raised on the length of ADVOs being made. The concerned was expressed 
that affected parties need to have input into the orders and that the nature and lengthy of the 
orders need to be explained to the parties. It was also asked what input police have into the 
length of orders? 
Superintendent Sullivan responded that length of orders is a matter for the Local Court and 
agreed that more work needs to be done around understanding the impact of ADVOs on the 
care of children and the roles that the parties to an order have in caring and/or having contact 
with children. He indicated that work is being done in partnership with the Department of 
Communities and Justice on the wording of ADVOs. 
 
Sharon Tomas reminded partners that ADVOs, and the types of orders being made, is also being 
addressed by a CLSD working party.  That working party has committed to providing 
Superintendent Sullivan with case studies illustrating the concerns of legal and other services, 
which include concerns about lack of flexibility in orders where the parties are responsible for 
caring for children.  It was suggested that the DVLO and other partners could be invited to 
participate in this working group. 
 
Concerns raised about condition 6, and how it was being ‘edited’ in ADVOs to effectively limit 
the options that the PINOP and defendant have to communicate about children.  While they are 
able to work very positively with the DV team within Police some ADVOs are being 
drafted/made in a way that is creating a lot of barriers to parents arranging and having contact 
with their children.  For example, Order 6 without the option of communicating about the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
  
 

children of the relationship at accredited counselling, conciliation or mediation, or being able to 
have contact as agreed in writing about contact with the children. 

Superintendent Sullivan asked for examples of where this approach is causing difficulties so that 
he can raise it with the team.   

 

Question regarding an update on Project Walwaay 
Project Walwaay: Senior Constable Ian Burns provided an update about the program which has 
been re-established following the pandemic restrictions.  Programs now include the morning 
sessions twice a week on Tuesday and Thursday, the go-cart program on Thursday afternoon 
and Friday nights.   
The go-cart program is being used as a reward for a priority group of young people who are not 
engaged with school or other activity.   
Friday nights are very popular, starting from 5pm, sometimes close to 200 children participating.  
One of the challenges for the program is the need for mentors and supervisors for Friday night.  
Organisations and individuals who are interested in participating as a volunteer, or organisations 
who can arrange for relevant staff to work on Friday nights as part of work duties can contact 
Senior Constable Ian Burns to get more information. 

 
How are referrals made to the program? 
Many organisations are now referring families and children to the program, the Project has a 
regular meeting with referring organisations to share information about young people who 
could benefit from the program. 

 
What are the gaps in services for young people? 
A big challenge is that youth and family services work 9am – 5pm only and are not available 
outside of those hours.  Services advise that their contractual arrangements with funding bodies 
do not permit them to offer services at other times. 
 
Questions from partners 
A concern raised about impact of property crime on newly arrived migrants in the region. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
  
 

Superintendent Sullivan says he is keen to establish a relationship with migrant community 
members.  Senior Constable Ian Burns highlights the way that Crime Prevention Officers can 
assist victims of property crime to reduce the risk of revictimization through safety audits and 
making changes to their home and property. 
 
Question about the impact of the new law on consent and sexual assault.  What 
avenues/opportunities are there for raising awareness with young people? 
Superintendent Sullivan says that the School Liaison Officers have a role in raising awareness.  
Police know that sexual assault is underreported. 

 
Questions about fines, there is significant unpaid fine debt in the region. Is the WDO Scheme 
was being used to include young people as volunteers at the events to assist the running of the 
evenings or as an activity where they would be signed off for attending and receive a reduction 
of their fines total each month – and why fine young people (particularly those from financially 
disadvantaged backgrounds) fines in the first place – which sets them up for challenges in their 
early adult life. 
Senior Constble Burns agreed that there is potential for including work on unpaid fines into 
Project Walwaay using the PCYC as the sponsor. 
  

Question regarding What does alternative education look like?   
Partners shared experiences and challenges in working with the Department of Education on 
this. 
 A program for young people suspended from school sought to include cultural content into 
their program but they faced difficulties with the school because it was not part of the accepted 
curriculum. 

 
Question about work being done by police with DCJ and others on trying to reduce breach of 
bail. 
Superintendent Sullivan says they are working with DCJ and other stakeholders to reduce 
technical breaches of bail conditions.  The work is focusing on two points – when police grant 
bail, and when Local Court grants bail.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Legal Aid WDO team 
(Karen and Lynne) to 
work with Senior 
Constable Ian Burns to 
ensure that young 
people engaged with 
Project Walwaay can 
reduce their fine debt by 
participating in their 
programs. 
 
CLSD Program to raise 
issues raised by partners 
in working with schools 
to NLAF. 



 

 
  
 

An issue is raised about challenges where there is a requirement for one bail address.  Greater 
flexibility could be introduced by acknowledging that people may need to include more than 
one address in their bail conditions. 
Under the proposed project an Aboriginal Support Worker would engage with the person who 
has been arrested to explore the best options for bail. 
 
Superintendent Sullivan advises that he is also keen to establish a Youth Steering Committee 
and Youth Action Plan. 

 
Question regarding what things need to be changed in policing in the region? 
Superintendent Sullivan said that some internal processes needed to be addressed and that he 
had addressed this.  He would like to do further work in addressing the acceptance and degree 
of domestic and family violence in the region.  He is concerned about the high level and 
potentially lethal nature of domestic violence in the region and its impact on families and 
children. 

 
Question raised a concern about PINOP not being able to get a copy of their ADVO from the 
police.   
Superintendent Sullivan offered to raise this with police in the region and asked the partners to 
frame some examples that he could use. 
 
A related issue was raised about access to police reports for victims of domestic violence who 
are negotiating with landlords about damage to property. 

Superintendent Sullivan notes that the region has an extremely high number of ADVOs taken 
out by police, and also has a high compliance rate (the 3rd in the state). 
Noting that domestic and family violence is a significant problem, and major part of police 
business in the region, a focus on prevention for police includes interventions at school, safety 
action meetings, compliance activity and Staying Home Leaving Violence. 

3. Update on CLSD 
projects and priorities 

• Legal outreach events Coonamble rescheduled to 18 October 2022. Walgett legal 
outreach events will be held August. Partners are exploring potential outreach events 
for Nyngan and Cobar. 

• Updates on Drug Court, Drug and Alcohol Rehab, Youth Koori Court  

 



 

 
  
 

o Drug Court will be delayed starting till 2023. Project work on setting up the 
court continues. 

o The work with the Drug and Alcohol Rehabilitation Centre continues with 
partners participating in local consultations and raising questions regarding 
governance. 

o The expansion of Youth Koori Court to Dubbo. No news at the time of the 
meeting. Partners are still hoping for an announcement. 

• Indigenous Care List consultations. A model has been developed and circulated with a 
request for feedback. Hope to have more information for partners at the next CLSD 
meeting. 

 

4. Next meeting  11 August 2022. Venue to be confirmed 
 

 

  


