
Domestic Violence Update Package 

Legal Aid NSW Criminal Law Conference 2016 

This is a package to alert you to some of the more recent and significant changes to the law 
regarding Domestic Violence but also to the system changes that will affect how domestic 
violence offenders are managed and sentenced. 

1. 	 Table setting out the Men's Behaviour Change Network in NSW. Author Heather 
Anderson Legal Aid NSW. 

2. 	 Handout detailing the 8 interventions regarding domestic violence now operating in 
NSW. Note some operating at 4 sites only. Author Heather Anderson Legal Aid NSW. 

3. 	 Information sheet from Corrective Services indicating the way GPS tracking as well as 
the Domestic Abuse Program will be implemented. Author Jason Hainsworth 
Corrective Services NSW. 

4. 	 Handout describing the structure and content of the Domestic Abuse Program 
offered by Corrective Services NSW in both a community corrections and custodial 
setting. Author Jayson Ware Corrective Services. 

5. 	 Legislative comparison table showing recent changes to NSW law re domestic 
violence. Author Harriet Ketley Legal Aid NSW. 

If you have any queries about any of this information please feel free to email 
Heather.anderson@legalaid .nsw.gov.au 



Men's Domestic Violence Behaviour Change 
Programs in NSW 
Please note that all programs listed here are part of the Men's Behaviour Change Network (MBCN) and are required t o comply with the minimum standards 
for behaviour change programs. The minimum standards require participants to disclose the names of current partners so that they can be contacted to assess 
needs if any. As such, participants should be mindful of disclosure requirements and risks regard ing mandatory and other disclosure. It is wise to check the MSC 
minimum standards. They indicate that only current part ners must be contacted but they also say t hat all persons affected by past violence of the man must be 
assisted. Thus many of t he programs contact bot h past and present partners and thus many require contact det ails for both these groups. You wi ll need to discuss 
these factors and any risks with your clients. 

Bruce is the co-ordinator. 16-week program, 2 hours per week with The men need to do a After the initial assessment As per the minimum standards, Bankstown 
two facilitators. Note that there is also 1- 1.5 hr initial assessment interview the men go away clients will be asked to disclose 

BaptistCare 
a requirement to attend a mid-group which costs SSO. Then a and t hen are asked to call the names and contact details for

Ph. 8713 4333 or call 
counselling session half way, as well as decision is made whether the following day. Some current and past partners. You will

1300130 225 
one at the end. See costs. Their staff all t hey are ready/suitable for insight is required in order need to discuss this with clients 

the group. The men need to drive the change process. so that they are aware of thehave qualifications in behavioural sciences 
to pay S40 per session They use the Long initial disclosure and reporting obligations. and have experience in the DV counselling 

area. per week and it is paid as interview to draw this out of The partner details are used to 

you go. The counselling the men if possible. contact current and past partners They expect to run two programs in 2016. 

One began in February and continues sessions are the same price. to offer them support services. If a 

They do negotiate on price client reveals a r isk of serious harm till May. They are now taking names for 
to a victim then reporting standards the next group that will run from May to depending on needs and 

November 2016. income. exist and are followed. 

They require $180 for the They have a rigorous They keep in contact with partners Dianne is the co ordinator. This is a 16-week program with 2 hours per Campbelltown 
assessment process and and ex-partners and the men needweek along with 4-8 individual sessions. full course but they Let youShe is assisted by others as 

BaptistCare to provide those details for contact pay each week. They will need the man to have his Dianne is also the chair of the They are running a modular system so that 
Ph. 4624 8700 or when they join. Note above concern own motivation to attendMBC network of NSW. In that you can enter at various points through negotiate price but normally 
call 1300 130 225 and to want to change. about disclosure risks and reporting $180 is the Lowest.role she does not govern the the year. They have two assessment 
Note: they have a new They will give a certificate obligations. other services but she chairs interviews and then decide if the man is 
address right opposite of attendance if the man the umbrella network that group ready. If not they offer alternative 
the court house. It is completes the program. They monitors compliance with counselling. If they do not have a group for 
now 101 Queen Street. will not give any other more the minimum standards and you at Campbelltown they will Link up with
Campbell town. 

organises the conference for Bankstown Baptist care and try to get the detailed assessment unless 
the network as well as the client a spot commencing soon. permission is given to speak 

to a parole officer, etc. website. 



Joan is the co-ordinator.Hunter region 
Relationships Australia 
Ph. 4940 1504 

Kempsey/ 
Nambucca 
Kempsey Family 
Support Service 
Ph. 0437 737 818 
Ph. 6563 1588 -
Kempsey 
Ph. 6568 7657 -
Nambucca 
Shop 3. No 3, Mann St, 
Nambucca 
contact@stepupmate. 
com.au 

Lismore 
Men and Family Centre 
Ph. 6622 6116 

Heath is the co-ordinator. 

Heath has met with some of 
the Coffs Harbour criminal 
lawyers and explained the type 
of service he is running. Whilst 
he works for the Kempsey 
service he is now running 
the program out of Coffs 
Harbour and he has a office in 
Nambucca. 

Luke is the co-ordinator. 

The program here is called 
Mend. 

The Lismore service appears to 
have a long history of operation 
on the North Coast of NSW. 
Note that a new service has 
opened in Tweed Heads. 

This is a closed 18 week group. It has 
al ready commenced for the first half of this 
year. It will run from 7/3/16 until 25/7/16. 
After that they will begin recruiting again 
and may run another program from October 
to December if they receive more funding to 
do so. They normally only have 14 men in a 
group but they can stretch to 16. 

It is a 12-week program (called step up 
mate) with 2 hours per week in group 
sessions. The service has recently moved 
to Coffs Harbour to try and capture a bigger 
population centre. The service is actively 
seeking referrals. They hope to commence a 
group in May 2016. 

This is a modular program. It is divided into 
modules of 8 weeks each so you can enter 
at various points through the year. 

Module 1: -started on 14/ 3/16 - 8 weeks 
Module 2: begins end May - 8 weeks 
Module 3: begins in Aug - 7 weeks 
Module 4: begins in Nov - 7 weeks 

If you do all 4 modules it is 30 weeks which 
they know is a big commitment. They are 
constantly doing intakes to get the next 
group ready. Thus not much wait time here 
before clients can start. 

$180 but can be negotiated. 
They like the men to pay $10 
each session. If the client is 
aboriginal they can waive the 
whole fee due to a special 
funding agreement. 

There is no cost to entrants 
at all. There is no cost for 
the assessment interviews 
and no cost for any of the 
sessions. 

There is a S40 cost for the 
init ial intake interview. The 
second intake interview is 
only SlO. After that every 
group costs SlO and the men 
usually pay cash at each 
session. If the men really had 
no money, t hey will negotiate. 
The men do usually pay 
something even if small. 

The man does have to have 
some insight in order to 
get through the mandatory 
assessment interviews. If not 
group ready then they may 
offer individual counselling 
instead. 

There is a lengt hy 
assessment process (one 
telephone call and 4 face
to-face interviews) where 
all efforts are made to get 
t he men group ready. If you 
are pleading not guilty then 
you are not admitted at that 
time. If you are pleading 
guilty then they need to see 
the facts and to c.ontact the 
victim. 

The two assessment 
interviews are used to 
ensure that the man has 
sufficient insight. If the 
man is pleading not guilty 
then their experience is that 
they usually do not make 
it through the assessment 
process but there is no set 
rule about this. 

There are wrap around services 
where they contact the clients 
partner and ex-partner. Make sure 
you show the clients the disclosure 
section of the forms. They will also 
refer properly if they see that the 
client has extra needs re housing or 
drug and alcohol or mental health, 
etc. 

The wrap around services for the 
women are handled by a women's 
advocate. She contacts all the 
current and ex- partners. Clients 
need to understand the disclosure 
and reporting obligations discussed 
above. This service has released the 
forms they require new entrants 
to complete. Find them at ':l£!f1!!.,, 

stepupmate.com.au under the 
getting started tab. They are also 
attached at the end of this document. 
The men are offered referrals if they 
have any issues such as drug and 
alcohol, that they need assistance 
with. 

They have a designated worker for 
the partner contact. They follow up 
with all the partners and ex-partners 
and check on their needs. Partner 
support is an important part of the 
minimum standards. The clients need 
to disclose contact details of current 
and ex-partners and thus you need 
to warn clients about this and other 
disclosure risks indicated above. 



This office has moved recently. They are Cost - around $70 per They use the pre-group They have all the services to contact 
now at Macquarie Park and they cover three 

Macquarie Park I Maggie is the co-ordinator. 
interview to assess suitability. the partners and ex-partners. session unless on Centrelink. or North region areas. Macquarie Park. Dee why and Neutral They have Lower fees Some insight is required. Clients should be made aware of the 

Relationships Australia Bay. They run an 18-week program and they sometimes and Look at each Note that the pre-group disclosure risks as indicated above. 
Ph. 9418 8800 or run it 2-3 t imes per year. Roughly in line case re financial hardship interview is free. 
1300 364 277 with school terms. There are 2 counselling individually. The lowest fee 

sessions required as well as one pre-group they have for the counselling 
interview (free). sessions is $35. Note: 2 are 

required as part of the course. 

Jen is the co-ordinator. It is an 18-week program. This centre is There is a fee of $35 for each The men do require insight They have the follow up services Penrith 
and they are assessed re with partners so the clients need totrying to deliver as many programs as they of the 4 required counselling 

Relationships Australia this in intake interviews. disclose these contact details and be can in one year. Jen has a rolling system so sessions. There is also a fee Jen has met with some of the
Ph. 4728 4800 or 

that every 6 weeks another intake of men of $10 per session of the 18 However in an information made aware of other disclosure risks Penrith lawyers to outline the 
1300 364 277 

session at Penrith Legal Aid a as set out above. 

on 24/3/16 and they intend to keep offering 
is possible. The most recent course ended group sessions. However this details of the service. 

fee can be waived if there is description was given of the 
an intake every 6 weeks through 2016 with skills used by the workers 
the Last course running from 28/10 until 

financial hardship. 
there to harness the men's 

24/11/16. insight and then begin group 
work. 

Whilst the usual assessment This service is part of the women's This is an 18-week course along with 4 Whilst there is a cost in placeKylie is the co-ordinator. Port Macquarie 
refuge that has been running in portis undertaken to ensure the counselling sessions. They are a separate of Sl80 They are open to

Hastings men have sufficient insight Macquarie for many years. A separate 
Domestic and Family 

negotiate this factor. They do She has met with some of the cost of S35 per counselling session but 
to participate in the groups. worker is allocated to contact 

Violence Service 
not want clients m issing out ifsee next column re flexibility. One of thePort Macquarie lawyers to 

There is also a willingness partners and ex-partners. The men 
Ph. 6583 2155 

cost is a barrier. explain her service. sessions has already commenced for 2016. 
need to disclose these contact details. 

second course in 2016. It should begin at 
to engage with men whoThey have begun to take names for the 
are init ially resistant and to See above re other disclosure risks. 

the end of July 2016. work with t hem for a few 
interviews if necessary to 
foster sufficient insight to 
begin. 



Sydney 
CatholicCare 
Fairfield office 
Ph. 8723 2222 

Sydney or 
South East 
region 
Relationships Australia 
Ph. 8362 2888 or 
1300 364 277 

Tuggerah 
BaptistCare 
Ph. 4352 7900 or 
Call 1300 130 225 

Westmead 
Relationships Australia 
Ph. 9806 3299 or 
1300 364 277 

Stephen is the co-ordinator. 

Deb is the co-ordinator. 

Cath is the co-ordinator. 

Lee is the co-ordinator. 

One course started on 17/3/16 and runs 
for 16 weeks ending around the end of 
J uly 2016. The program is called choosing 
change. There is a mid-course interview. The 
next course might begin in August. They are 
starting the assessment process for this 
course. 

Currently they are only able to run an 
18-week course once per year with two 
counselling assessments beforehand. The 
course normally runs from June to October 
each year. Up to 12 men can participate at 
a time. 

4 modules of 4 weeks for each module. It 
is a 16 week program in total. It allows for 
possible entry every 4 weeks but you still 
need to complete each module. They take 
breaks for school holidays.They expect to 
start the second set of courses in Late May 
2016. Two sessions are often offered at one 
time. e.g. Group 1- 5.30- 7.30 on a Tuesday, 
Group 2 - Wednesday 6- 8.30pm. 

The 18-week program is fully booked for this 
term. It ran 2/3 till 29/6. The next one will 
run from the end of June but the wait ing list 
is operating for that one now. They have a 
free information evening plus a pre-group 
interview. You need to do 2-4 counselling 
sessions scattered through the course of the 
program. 

There are nil fees for 
assessment at present. Then 
it costs S20 per week if you 
are working and SlO per week 
if on centre link. 

There is a sliding scale of 
fees. If you are on Centrelink 
then it is $10 per session. 
Normally it is $180 up front 
but this is negotiable. 

There is a sliding scale of fees 
from Sl80 up but negotiable. 

There is a sliding scale of S35 
to S65 for the counselling 
sessions. The course costs 
$200 but can drop to Sl80 if 
negotiated. 

They require 2- 3 
appointments per client to 
determine if they are group 
ready and then they enter 
the group if suitable. There 
are high expectations for the 
clients and simply accepting 
their wrong doing is not 
enough. The men need to 
show a desire to change their 
behaviour. 

The two counselling 
assessments described 
already are the tools they 
use to determine if the man 
can attend. You have to have 
shown some insight. 

There is a pre-group 
interview which works as an 
assessment tool and one-on
one sessions are also offered 
if required. 

You require some insight to 
gain admission through the 
pre-group interview. 

They use referral services for men 
seeking help re drug and alcohol or 
mental health but they do this all 
before the meetings. 
They have all the services to contact 
the partners and ex-partners. 
Clients should be made aware of 
the disclosure risks and reporting 
obligations. 

They have all the services to contact 
the partners and ex- partners. 
Clients should be made aware of the 
disclosure r isks as indicated above. 

Partner c.ontact is involved. They 
have all the services to contact the 
partners and ex-partners. Clients 
should be made aware of the 
disclosure requirements and risks as 
detailed above. 

They have the follow up services 
with partners so the clients need to 
disclose these contact details and be 
made aware of other disclosure risk. 

http:1-5.30-7.30


There will be one 18-week program in 2016 Cost is $10 per week for They use t he pre-group They have all the services to contactWollongong I Janine is the co-ordinator. 
which will run from 10/5/16 until about everyone with 2 counselling interview to assess the level the partners and ex-partners. 

Relationships Australia 
6/9/16. In other years they have done 2 sessions charged at $40 per of insight and if t he man is Clients should be made aware of t he 

Ph. 4221 2000 or 
programs per year but not in 2016 due session. There is no cost for suitable. disclosure risks as indicated above. 

1300 364 277 
to funding. It runs from 5.30 to 7.30 one t he pre-group interview and 

t he pre-group informationnight of the week. When the client can not 
immediately join a program they run a call session. 
back list. 

The form used at the Kempsey service for new entrants are not reflective of all forms used by all t he services. However, it can be downloaded from t his location: 

www.stepupmate.eom.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/intake-sheet.pdf 


Dated: May 2016 Leggt~!g. 


www.stepupmate.eom.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/intake-sheet.pdf


..c ~ c ~ 
I...u 5 QJ 0 I... 0

QJ ro ............ ..c ...... QJ '+!.... 
!.... QJ > i-.: V) "'O x 
QJ ...0 

..c 5 co !.... t:l.O QJc <:::t' l/l QJ c..c c l/l' !.... u ~ 0 u +
0l/l V) ..... "'O 

I- ~5 :J 
!.... "'O 

QJ l/l 
QJ ro 0 c c QJ QJ 0 roc l/l ·:; l/l :J 

> sro "'O l/l QJ a. '+- +QJ :::> c V) 
a. c a. 5 l/l 0 ...... "'O "'O zQJ :J ~ ...... u c ...... ~ 0 0 0 QJ c .~ QJ c 0 .....c !.... .-1 I- ro

0 E ...0 ro "'O ...0 0
QJ QJ (.9 > ro "'O c "'O Ill

0 ...... Q) cE > ..c > c 0 ro ro0 ...... .~ ..... :J QJ u u 0QJ E c 0 ..... ·:; ·:; l/ll/l Vlb.O a. c ro :J QJ "'O I- ...... l/l 
ro !.... c ...... ' 0 0 "'O c QJ Q) c 0 
c ...... t:l.O E 0 0 ro u Vl ro !.... 

ro t:l.O 0 c: 0 u 
"'O c: !.... E l/l ...... l/l ·:; Q) "'O roE QJ 0... ·:; c: QJ I- ...... c: u 0 l/l QJ!.... QJ ...... Q) ro Q)...... u~ QJ QJ ro '+- t:l.OQJ ..c Vl 

b.O 
QJ ...... 

c: 0 l/l 
:J 

c ro 
t:l.O "'O 

Q) 
Q) 

Vl 
roa. "'O 

!.... a. 5 ro "'O:J l/l ...... 
!....ro QJ 

Vl ...0 l/l l/l I- l/l 
I- E '+- :J 

...... "'O <( QJ I
:J 0 QJ :J Q) 0 "'Ou "'O Eu u u 0 '+- QJQ) 0 QJ 0... E u QJ t:l.O 

:J'b'o > ..... ...... I-
> u <( I- "'O c:

t:l.OQJ ro l/l 0 cQJ c 0 l/l c ...... ..c QJ l/l ro c: ...... I- ......ro 0ro I
!.... Q) ·~ E QJ ..c "'O c .~ c:0 E QJ "'O...... u 0 > c ..... c: c 0 
l/l "'O QJ QJ QJ Q) u0 ...... t:l.O ..c QJ E - u l/l 0

I c l/l ro0 u I uc: ...... !.... c0... a. ro QJ V) I ro !.... E E ...... V) ro!.... V) QJ0... u .~ !....~ u !.... a. QJ ..c ...... V) c:QJ 
<( <( ro ~ QJ a:: ..... u 0...I- ..c 0 I- c: QJ c 0 ~ V) ...... --' 0 V) 5 V) ro ~ LU ·:; (.9 Nu !.... 

.-1 N ('(') <:::t' 1.11 I' 00l.Q.. 



t,,,. 
NSW 
GOVERNMENT Justice 

Community Corrections 
Domestic Violence Offender 
Interventions 
Information and Factsheet 

Offender Programs 

EQUIPS is a therapeutic and educational program 
developed by Corrective Services NSW to reduce 
the risk of reoffending for a wide range of 
offenders in the community and in custody. In the 
community the EQUIPS program is used for suitable 
offenders subject to supervision on a range of 
orders, and is also used as part of the Enhanced 
Supervision model described below. 

There are 4 EQUIPS programs, including EQUIPS 
Foundation, Aggression, Addiction and Domestic 
Abuse. Each of these programs consists of 20 
sessions of 2 hours each in duration. 

EQUIPS Domestic Abuse is based on a psycho
behavioural framework and has strong 
therapeutic influence. It has a strong emphasis on 
inviting perpetrators to accept responsibility for 
their offending behaviour. It also encourages them 
to increase their level of accountability to the 
wider community. Evaluation of the program has 
demonstrated a reduction in reoffending. 

Although most suitable domestic violence 
offenders can be referred to EQUIPS Domestic 
Abuse in some cases the other EQUIPS programs 
will be more appropriate. For example, EQUIPS 
Aggression is typically used for family violence and 
female offenders. Local program availability will 
a lso need to be taken into account, particularly 
for regional areas. The local Community 
Corrections manager can provide advice on 
program schedules. 

Who is suitable for EQUIPS? 
The program is targeted to offenders at medium 
through to high risk of reoffending , in line with 
international research on best practice. Low risk 
offenders are excluded as it is known that referring 
this g roup to offence targeted treatment can lead 
to worse outcomes. Referral to appropriate 
community based support services is undertaken 
instead for these offenders. 

When an offender is received on an order the 
supervising Community Corrections Officer will 
make an assessment of the most appropriate 
intervention, based on the level and type of risk. 

EQUIPS is designed to accommodate responsivity 
issues such as low levels of literacy and low 
motivation. However, offenders who have active 
psychotic symptoms, alcohol or drug intoxication 
or withdrawal symptoms are not suitable. 

Sentencing for Offender Programs 

Identification of suitable offenders 

• 	 Offenders identified as medium risk or above 
(eg in a pre-sentence report). 

• 	 In the absence of an LSl-R, domestic violence 
offenders who have a persistent pattern of 
violent offending despite having been 
convic ted I sentenced for other domestic 
violence offences. 

• 	 Note that further offending related solely to 
non-violent I non-aggressive breaches of an 
ADVO may not be suitable. 

• 	 Offend ers who have multiple issues, such as 
substance abuse or other forms of offending, 
are particularly suited. 

Order characteristics 

• 	 Supervised Section 9 o r Section 12 bonds, 
Intensive Correc tion Orders, Home Detention, 
or supervised Parole. 

• 	 Programs can be included on Community 
Service Orders, but only if indicated in the pre
sentence report. 

• 	 Orders should have a supervision period of at 
least 9 months, and no less than 6. 

• 	 Except for CSO, conditions for supervision 
should only refer to "attendance at programs 
as directed " , ie do not specify EQUIPS 
Domestic Abuse. 

Community Corrections Domestic Violence Information and Factsheet 	 Page 1 of 2 



Enhanced Supervision 
Community Corrections is in the process of 
implementing an enhanced supervision model, 
based on one to one intervention exercises 
delivered by Community Corrections Officers. This 
model has considerable research evidence as an 
effective means of reducing risk of offending 
amongst medium to high risk offenders. 

The new model uses Cognitive Behavioural 
Therapy principles and is designed to complement 
the EQUIPS suite of programs (inc luding Domestic 
Abuse). In addition, suitable supervised offenders 
will be referred to EQUIPS as well as other services 
as appropriate to their needs. 

Each offender has an individual intervention plan 
developed to target offence related needs. The 
model is flexible and able to suit all offender types, 
but will initially be targeted at domestic violence. 

Electronic Monitoring 
Community Corrections is trialling electronic 
monitoring of offenders assessed as at high risk of 
d~mestic violence reoffending. 

These offenders may be the subject of supervised 
parole orders or other supervised custodial orders 
including intensive correction orders and 
suspended sentences. There is also capacity for 
use on bail. However, as bail is pre-conviction, 
supervision and programs will not be available. 

Monitoring enables Corrective Services to track 
the location of an offender and identify if they 
enter an area in breach of an order [whether 
ADVO, bail, or parole conditions). 

Electronic monitoring provides a deterrent but 
cannot prevent further offending. It also only 
provides information regarding where the offender 
is, not what they are doing. 

The number of devices that are available across 
the state at this time Is limited, making It essential 
that only the highest risk offenders are targeted. 

Electronic monitoring may not be feasible in some 
locations, particularly remote areas, where there 
are 'black spots' in the mobile network. Lia ise with 
your local Community Corrections manager for 
further advice on capability in your local area. 

If there are concerns about releasing an offender 
without monitoring, they can be conditionally 
bailed and Community Correc tions can assess 
and fit electronic equipment whilst they are in 
custody. This will typica lly take 2 business days. 

•t•1•
~"'~ NSW 
GOVERNMENT Justice 

Sentencing for Enhanced Supervision 

Identification 

• 	 As per programs. 

Order characteristics 

• 	 As per programs, with the exception of 
Community Service Orders. Note that all 
Sl:lpervised orders have access to programs. 

• 	 Irrespective of order type, all offenders with 
supervision conditions will be assessed for the 
enhanced supervision model. Medium and 
high risk offenders will receive the most 
intervention, and low risk offenders will be 
referred out to other community services. 

• 	 The supervision component of an order 
should be at least 6 months in duration. 

Imposition of GPS Monitoring 

Identification of suitable offenders 

• 	 Offenders who have a persistent pattern of 
violent offending despite having been 
convicted I sentenced for other domestic 
violence offences, or where there are 
significant concerns regarding the immediate 
safety of a victim. 

• 	 Where a c lear geographic restriction can be 
imposed either as part of an ADVO or order 
conditions. La rger restrictions are preferable 
where practical, eg a suburb or local 
government area, as smaller boundaries (eg 
lOOm of an address) limit response time. 

Order characteristics 
Bail 

• 	 Indicate relevant place restrictions (ie not to 
enter x (suburb I LGA), go within xmetres of) 

• 	 To submit to electronic monitoring as directed 
by Corrective Services for the purposes of 
monitoring compliance with place restrictions 
as above. 

• 	 Offence based intervention I supervision is 
not available on bail unless convicted. 

Parole, Section 12, ICO 

• 	 Standard supervision conditions. 
• 	 Additional conditions as per bail above. 

Community Corrections Domestic Violence Information and Factsheet 	 Page 2 of 2 



·l-tk~-EQUIPS Domestic Abuse Program NSW 1 JusticeGOVERNMENT 

• 	 The Domestic Abuse Program (OAP) is targeted at men 
who are convicted [current or previous] of a domestic 
abuse offence against their partner or spouse, or who 
acknowledge that they have engaged in abusive 
behaviour. 

• AsseSsed as medium, medium-high, or high risk of re
/ I 

offending 
I 

~ E1 

1(J2UIPS ll>AP~isavailable in all correctional centres and 
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Content/structure 

• 20 x 2-hr group treatment sessions (40 hours) 

• Trained male & female co-facilitator required 

• Up to 12 offenders per group 

• - Cognitive behavioural in orientation with aspects of 
Duluth,..narrative, experiential therapeutic activities 

• - Structured and manualised, with integrity 
m.onitorin_g[ supervision built in 

!!! St!ssio~s/ f~ilor.,1 to learning needs of clients, DVD 
material used 



f4 sessi9ns) 

~''kNSw 1 JusticeGOVERNMENT 

Modules 

1. Identifying Abuse (4 sessions) 

2. Managing Moods, Beliefs and Attitudes (4 sessions) 

3. Offence Mapping (4 sessions) 

4. Victim Impact (4 sessions) 

5. Sex~~al ·~espect, Relationship Skills, and Safety Strategies 
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SUMMARY OF CRIMES (DOMESTIC AND PERSONAL VIOLENCE) AMENDMENT REVIEW BILL 2016 
(Note: the info below is current as at 30 May 3016. The Bill has passed the Lower House and, if enacted, will commence on proclamation) 

Definition expanded to include relationship between Who can get an IDefinition of domestic relationship is restricted to, inter 
ADVO alia, relationship between victim and her ex. PINOP's current partner and her ex. 

I -

4 & 11 Meaning of 

I
domestic violence 
offence 

, Test for ADVOs 

There are 55 personal violence offences which, when 
j committed in the context of a domestic relationship, are 

grounds for seeking an ADVO. 

ITwo different tests: 

(1) PINOP has reasonable grounds to fear [objective test] 
and in fact fears [subjective test] a personal violence 
offence or stalking/intimidation (s16(1)) 

I	(2) No subjective test for children, cognitively impaired or I 
where PINOP has been subjected at any time to conduct by 
the defendant amounting to a personal violence offence 
{s16(2)) 

List of offences expanded (eg to include housebreaking 
offences under ss109ff of the NSW Crimes Act) plus a catch 
all to cover any offence intended to coerce or control the 
Person in Need of Protection (PINOP) or cause them to be . 
intimidated or fearful (eg the Commonwealth Crimes Act 
use carriage service to menace/harass offences). 

Test (1) remains as is: any condition (prohibition or 
restriction on conduct) under s35 is available. 

Test (2) is amended by: 

• removal of the phrase "at any time" in s16(2)(c)(i) 
and its replacement with "on more than one 
occasion" 

• the addition of a further category for any PINOP 
where: 

(d) The court is satisfied on the balance ofprobabilities that 
the person has reasonable grounds to fear the commission 
ofa personal violence offence against the person. 

But: Mandatory orders only can be obtained where (d) is 
relied on. 

IThe net effect is: 
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l 


36 Mandatory 
.. ..
1t1ons 

I 


Every AVO is taken to specify that the defendant is . .. . . . 
proh1b1ted trom: 

(a} assaulting, molesting, harassing, threatening or 
otherwise interfering with the PINOP 

(b} engaging in any other conduct that intimidates the 
PINOP 

(c} stalking the PINOP 

Making of AVOs in ' Local and District Courts are required to make final ADVO 
higher courts where conviction entered for a dv offence or an 

• 	 the previous test for PINOPs who've been subject 
to a PVO "at any time" has been narrowed: such 
victims now have to establish multiple past 
offending 

I • 	 The subjective limb has been removed in any event 
for all PINOPs. 

proh1b1ted tram: 

(a} 	 assaulting or threatening the PINOP 
(b} stalking, harassing or intimidating the PINOP 
(c} 	 intentionally or recklessly destroying or damaging 

any property that belongs to, or is in the 
possession of PINOP 

Note: 
• 	 this anticipates new plain English order forms to be 

introduced by regulation later this year. 
• 	 the damage/destroy property condition is broader 

than the offence provision in s195{1) ofCrimes Act 
• 	 "Molest" and "otherwise interfere with" removed. 

District Court now has power to make ADVO on finding of 

guilt or plea of guilty to a serious offence or a DV offence 

Iintimidation offence, but not more serious offences e.g. j only where jury acquits will DC remit the ADVO to the Local 
attempted murder: in those cases, application for a final Court. However, Local or Children's Court can rely on 
ADVO has to be remitted to the Local Court at conclusion transcript of evidence given in the DC (and in any Supreme 

Iof the DC hearing. Court proceedings for a serious offence}. 

40A ADVOs where Children's Court cannot make ADVO in care proceedings. Where care proceedings are before Children's Court that 
concurr~nt care Separate application must be made to the Local Court. are not related to concurrent criminal proceedings, the

Iproceedings Children's Court will be able to make AVO for protectio~ 
---~---
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~---- - _T___ I 

I I 	 I 
I 

41A I	Cross examining 
children in ADVO 
proceedings 

I 
I 	Making of ADVOs 

in absence of 
defendant 

i 

Local Court Practice Note No 2 of 2012 (para 8.1) prevents 
direct cross examination of children by unrepresented 
defendants. Not legislated however. 

Court can make order in absence of defendant as long as 
· defendant notified of hearing date (s57) . 

I 

I 
I 

. the child and any relative (living on same property as child) 

or may vary or revoke any exiting order protecting those 
individuals. 

Police and FACs to be notified and given standing to appear 

before AVO is made 


Child who gives evidence in dv proceedings cannot be cross 
examined directly by the defendant. XXE must be by lawyer 
or "suitable person" appointed by court (i.e. legislative 
entrenchment of the Local Court Practice Note). 

Court can make order in absence of PINOP as well as 
defendant (or in absence of PINOP onlvl subject to 
reasonable notice to each of them and interests of justice 
test. 

Police issued original ADVO: Interested party can apply toj Applications to j Application to vary order where child involved can only be 
vary where order covers a child, subject to leave of court.vary ADVOs made by police (s72(3). 

Private ADVO: no leave requirement but court may notify 
police and give them standing (best interests of child test) 

r-- ---- -- -- ------- -- ----------------- ---c 
If police issued original order: presumption against court 


police involvement (72(2)). 

Where no child involved PINOP can apply to vary without 

hearing the application unless police applied for order or 
PINOP has served notice on police (in accordance with rules 
of court). 

II72(5) Application to · A defendant can apply to revoke an .expired final ADVO I This right removed altogether. Consequence is that once a 

revoke final ADVO I I
final ADVO is made, a firearms licence cannot be issued to 

1 the defendant for 10 years (s 11 of the Firearms Act 1996). 
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Costs 	 Current common law (Supreme Court 2010 decision in New standalone provision in the DV Act dealing with costs 
Redman v Wilcox) position is that costs against police in all AVO matters. Where police initiate ADVO, costs 
officers determined by referencing the DV Act and s214 of immunity now expanded. Costs now only possible where 
the CPA. Police have costs immunity in respect of initial police: 

decision to bring proceedings but not re subsequent • made application knowing it contained 

conduct of proceedings (in that case, costs awarded false/misleading material 

against police for failing to notify defendant of decision to 
 • deviated from reasonable case management so 

I withdraw matter) . significantly as to be inexcusable. 
I 

Additional express exceptions to costs being ordered 
against police: 

• 	 PINOP indicating she will be unfavourable, does not 
want ADVO or has no fears, gives unfavourable 
evidence or fai ls to attend. 


