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This factsheet is intended as a general guide to the law. Do not rely on this information as legal advice. We recommend 
you talk to a lawyer about your situation. This information is correct at the time of writing, however, it may change.

Did you and your ex-partner have property during your 
relationship?

Have you experienced family or domestic violence?

Are you homeless or at risk of being homeless?

Do you find it difficult to negotiate because you have a 
history of mental health issues, intellectual, physical 
or cognitive impairment?

Legal Aid NSW might be able to help you to deal with 
your property in a mediation pilot. 
Legal Aid NSW has been funded for a two-year 
Commonwealth Property Mediation Pilot. 
A pilot is a special program that goes for a short amount 
of time.  It aims to help people who would find it hard to 
resolve their property settlement. Read this factsheet to 
find out how it will work and what you need to do. 

 Why is the pilot good for me?
	● This is a targeted program that will help eligible 

people to deal with their property settlement. 
	● You can get extra support to feel safe and 

comfortable.
	● Lawyers for both people can help your property 

settlement run more smoothly and finalise more 
quickly. 

	● Your costs will be kept to a minimum. 

  How do I know if I can join the pilot?
Make an appointment with a Legal Aid family lawyer and 
ask if you are eligible for the pilot. We will look at your 
situation to decide if you can be part of the pilot. 
You will be assessed based on your: 
	● Income
	● Assets
	● Your personal situation. For example, if you are 

homeless, experience domestic violence or have a 
disability

	● The type of property you are trying to divide between 
you and the other party

 What do I have to do?
The process is very easy. Your lawyer will ask you 
questions and make an application for you. Your lawyer 
will also explain how the process will work and what to 
expect.  

If you are approved for the pilot, you and your former 
partner will fill in an Intake Checklist and Financial 
Statement. Legal Aid NSW will check the forms to make 
sure that mediation is right for your situation. 
If your former partner does not agree to have mediation, 
or your situation is not right for mediation, your lawyer 
will talk to you about other options. 

 What will happen at mediation?
If you are approved for the pilot, you will have a Legal 
Aid NSW lawyer. Your former partner will be eligible to be 
represented by another lawyer. 
Your lawyer will talk to you about your property and give 
you advice about your options. The lawyer will help you 
prepare for the mediation and go to the mediation with 
you.  You can also ask to have a support person go to 
the mediation with you.  
There will be 2 sessions of the mediation. A qualified 
and experienced mediator will run the sessions. The 
first session is about collecting information. The second 
session will happen when both sides are ready to 
negotiate.

  What happens after mediation? 
If you make an agreement, the lawyers will work together 
to prepare orders to file in the court for approval. 
This will avoid a court process that could be long and 
expensive. If you have other decisions to make, like 
parenting, you will have to do that separately to this 
process.    
If you don’t reach an agreement, your lawyer will talk 
to you about other ways to resolve your property 
settlement. You might have to go to court. 

  I think I want to join the pilot, what 
next?
If you want to find out if you can be a part of the pilot, 
call Legal Aid NSW 1300 888 529 and ask for help with 
your application. 
If you have spoken to a Legal Aid NSW lawyer about the 
pilot, they can write a contact number here:


