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Delegation Instrument – Amounts by which a contribution 
can be varied or waived 

The CEO has approved changes to the amounts that can be recommended for a 
waiver or reduction of an assessed client contribution under particular delegations.  

Background 

The Government has set ambitious savings targets to improve its budget position. In 
response Legal Aid NSW has been required to make a number of short, medium and 
long term decisions to meet the savings targets announced by the Government.  
 
Initial and final client contributions form an increasingly important source of revenue 
for Legal Aid NSW. The changes to the Delegation Instrument are part of a package 
of initiatives aimed at increasing the collection of assessed client contributions by 
being clear in our expectations, making it easier for clients to pay and increasing 
consistency and fairness in the application of the contribution policy.  
 
What do the changes mean? 
 
The delegations for the amounts that can be recommended for a waiver or reduction 
of an assessed client contribution have been changed to increase consistency in the 
application of waivers and reductions and to reflect the amounts being waived or 
reduced. The Delegation Instrument has also been updated to remind staff of the 
need to consider their delegation to certify waivers or reductions when exercising 
discretion in applying the means test.  

  
Where do I find the changes? 
 
See Policy Online  
 
3.14 Amounts by which a contribution under section 36 can be varied or waived 
 
3.21 Amounts by which a contribution under section 46 can be waived or 
reduced 
 
 
Commencement date 
 
The changes are effective for determinations made on or after 1 December 2013. 

 
For enquiries relating to this policy please contact the Legal Policy Branch  
on 9219 5701 
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http://www.legalaid.nsw.gov.au/for-lawyers/policyonline/policies/3.-delegation-instrument/3.10.-implementing-the-means-test-under-section-35
http://www.legalaid.nsw.gov.au/for-lawyers/policyonline/policies/3.-delegation-instrument/3.10.-implementing-the-means-test-under-section-35
http://www.legalaid.nsw.gov.au/for-lawyers/policyonline/policies/3.-delegation-instrument/3.14.-amounts-by-which-a-contribution-under-section-36-can-be-varied-or-waived-prior-to-finalisation-of-a-matter
http://www.legalaid.nsw.gov.au/for-lawyers/policyonline/policies/3.-delegation-instrument/3.21.-amounts-by-which-a-contribution-under-section-46-can-be-waived-or-reduced
http://www.legalaid.nsw.gov.au/for-lawyers/policyonline/policies/3.-delegation-instrument/3.21.-amounts-by-which-a-contribution-under-section-46-can-be-waived-or-reduced

