
 

 
  
 

Taree Forster CLSD Program meeting 

8 June, 1 – 3PM, Manning Uniting Church 

MINUTES 

Present:  Grant Murray (Disability Advocacy), Winnecke Baker (Legal Aid NSW), Pauline Smith (Mid-North Coast Financial Counselling), Jane O’Dwyer 

(CLDS Regional Coordinator, MVNS), Melissa Fitzgerald (Interrelate), Mel Kallmier (Mid Coast Community Legal Centre), Shaarn 

Whitehouse (Mid North Coast Legal Centre), Hannah Earley (Mid Coast Council), Corrine Stephenson (Forster Neighbourhood Centre), Kym 

Visser (WDVCAS), Gail Russell (Dept. Communities and Justice), Serge Morcombe (Mid Coast Council) 

Apologies: Anne Cregan (G+T), Sarah McFadden (Wesley Mission), Laura Cottam (Disability Law), Michelle Hannon (G+T), Alicia Johnson (Revenue 

NSW), Samantha McDonald (Legal Aid NSW), Cindi Ulstrup (Services Australia), Ronald Dennison (Legal Aid NSW), Emma McGuire 

(MCTAAS), Fiona Bennett (Community Corrections) 

 

Agenda item Discussion Action/Outcome 

1. Opening  Jane acknowledged that the meeting took place on the traditional lands of the Biripi people and paid 
respect to elders, past, present, and emerging.  

 

2. Guest speakers Disability Royal Commission – Comprehensive Support Services 
 
Grant Murray (Disability Advocacy NSW) 

- Disability Advocacy is funded to help people to engage with the Disability Royal Commission. 
This support is very broad and could include helping someone to; - understand the role of the 
Royal Commission; make a submission; request a private hearing; access legal help; access 
other support services. 

- Their services are FREE  
- People only have until the end of this month to request a private session with the 

commissioners.  
- Disability advocates are concerned that people with disability living in regional areas may feel 

disconnected from the Royal Commission due to the formality of the proceedings and they are 
there to help! 

 
 
 
Jane forward Grant an 
invitation to the next 
homelessness 
interagency meeting 



 

 
  
 

- Grant has worked with about 10-12 people locally to make submissions but that doesn’t 

include anyone who has engaged directly or organisations that may have made submissions. 
- It is important for people to get legal advice about making a submission as well, particularly if 

they would like to name organisations and/or people.  
 
Melissa Fitzgerald – Interrelate 

- Interrelate offer counselling to people with disability who are impacted by the Royal 

Commission. This could simply be that they have heard about it about would like to talk to 
someone, they do not need to make a submission. 

- This service is funded until September 2023.  
- People only need to self-identify and Interrelate can work with people who have a physical or 

psychosocial disability, mental illness or cognitive impairment.  
- Will continue working with people for as long as necessary and make appropriate local referrals 

to other services for other issues that arise.  

  
3. Standing Items Fines and Debt 

- There has been a big up-tick in matters at the driving and traffic clinic run by Mid North Coast 
Legal centre. This clinic can help people with reducing fines and licence suspensions.   

- It would be good to do another round of radio advertising about these issues and the 
availability of support with Ngarralinyi and 2Bob radio stations.  

- The Community Kitchen would be a good service to link in with to provide casual outreach and 
advice around fines specifically. Especially when the kitchen returns to providing an eat-in 
service.  

 
Homelessness + risk of homelessness 

- Housing and Homelessness Outreach project (MCTAAS & MCCLC) with Orange Sky Laundry is 
operating at the Uniting Church in Taree and at Coopernook.  

- People have been camping at MVNS in Wingham. 
- People living in cars is a big issue, especially if they cannot afford to keep their car registered. 

Pauline noted that it is important for people to know that they can access NILS loans to help 
with their car registration and also car loans.  

Jane and Winnie to look 
into radio advertising for 
help with fine debt 
between now and Q3 
meeting.  

https://yourstorydisabilitylegal.org.au/Home
https://www.interrelate.org.au/


 

 
  
 

- The Anglicare Rental Affordability Snapshot shows the extent of the problem. Commonwealth 
Rent Assistance increases in line with CPI but rental costs have increased significantly more 
than CPI.  

4. Arising Issues  Youlpa Collapse (ACBF Funeral Policies) 

- Mob Strong Debt Help and the Financial Rights Legal Centre have the most up-to-date 
information about the collapse of these funeral funds. It is recommended that people follow 
them on Facebook for ongoing updates as they arise. 

- The Civil Law Service for Aboriginal Communities at Legal Aid NSW has also produced this 
factsheet to help people to understand what has happened and their options.  

- Pauline noted that staff from Mob Strong Debt Help will be on the Mid North Coast for a 
financial counsellors event on the 21, 22 and 23 of June.  

Jane to approach Mob 
Strong Debt help about 
providing an information 
session to interested 
people in Taree and 
Forster after the 
conference.  

5. CLSD Program 
Actions – plans 
and updates 

New Sexual Consent Laws in NSW 

- New affirmative consent laws came into force in NSW on 1 June 2022.  
- The NSW Government has launched a campaign to educate people about what the changes 

mean called Make No Doubt. There is a series of videos and social media tiles that services can 
use to share this information with their community.  

- There was support at the meeting for the CLSD Program to approach a specialist service like the 
Women’s Legal Service to deliver a seminar about the changes to stakeholders in Taree.  

- Liz Snell from The Women’s Legal Service wrote this article about the change in the Law Society 
Journal earlier this year.  

 
NAIDOC 

- Events are planned in Taree in the week of 6 July. 
- CLSD Partners agreed to share a stall on one of the days. Ron from Legal Aid NSW has already 

registered a stall. 
- The community day in Forster will take place on 7 July.  

 
Forster Wills Clinic 

- Taking place in partnership with Gilbert & Tobin on 25 and 26 August.  
 
Birth Certificates 

 
Jane and Winnie to 
approach the Women’s 
Legal Service about 
delivering an information 
session locally.  

https://www.anglicare.asn.au/research-advocacy/rental-affordability/
https://financialrights.org.au/acbf/
https://publications.legalaid.nsw.gov.au/PublicationsResourcesService/PublicationImprints/Files/1029.pdf
https://publications.legalaid.nsw.gov.au/PublicationsResourcesService/PublicationImprints/Files/1029.pdf
https://www.makenodoubt.dcj.nsw.gov.au/
https://lsj.com.au/articles/affirmative-consent-what-the-commonsense-nsw-law-reforms-mean/


 

 
  
 

- Very successful event held on 20 May. Lawyers from Mid North Coast Legal Centre and Legal 
Aid NSW processed 64 applications with support from Ronald (Aboriginal Field Officer. Legal 
Aid Port Macquarie) and Jane triaging clients.  

- Lawyers combined a birth certificate application with a law check-up.  

6. Next meeting 7 September 2022  

 

 

  

 


