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Central Coast CLSD Program Meeting 

17 February 2025 | 10 – 11:30am | Central Coast Community Legal Centre, Wyong 

 

MINUTES 

Present:  Dylan Di Sciascio (CLSD Program Regional Coordinator, RYSS), Liam Bellette (RYSS), Jason Pitt (Central Coast CLC), Alana (Central 
Coast CLC), Melanie Alexander (Legal Aid NSW), Lindsey Stamford (Central Coast CLC), Jodie Beaver (Legal Aid NSW), Christine 
Francis (Legal Aid NSW), Kai Wu (Legal Aid NSW), Chris Murnane (Legal Aid NSW), Alex O’Neal (RYSS), Winnecke Baker (Legal Aid 
NSW), Penny Newson (Central Coast Community Council), Jo Anne  (Justice Advocacy Service) 

Apologies: Symmon Andrews (Central Coast CLC) 

 

Agenda item Discussion Action/Outcome  

1. Opening 
Dylan acknowledged the meeting took place on Darkinjung Country and welcomed everyone.  
 
Purpose:  

• CLSD Partnership yearly summary 
• 2024 – 2025 Action Plan stocktake; what do we want to prioritise this year? 

 

2. Action Plan 
Stocktake 

Completed Actions 
1. Joint Legal Service Referral Guide 

- Completed and available on the RYSS website and Central Coast CLSD Program.  
2. Create and distribute a factsheet about Trespass for young people 

- Available to view/download from the Legal Aid NSW website 
- 500 copies have been sent to Central Coast CLC for distribution in partnership with 

the CLSD Program regional coordinator.  
- Central Coast CLC wrote the text and Legal Aid NSW did the design.  
- Central Coast CLC raised this issue and suggested the factsheet project in Q3 2024 

in response to concerns raised by a local Judge about the number of young people 
appearing before the Children’s Court on the Central Coast for the offence of 
Trespass.  

Share joint legal referral 
guide with Central Coast 
Community Council 
(regional coordinator) 

Conduct a simple 
evaluation of the utility of 
the wallet card with 
services and shopping 
centres on the Central 
Coast that receive it and 
young people if possible. If 

https://www.legalaid.nsw.gov.au/about-us/our-partners/cooperative-legal-service-delivery-program/central-coast-clsd-partnership
https://www.ryss.com.au/clsd
https://www.legalaid.nsw.gov.au/about-us/our-partners/cooperative-legal-service-delivery-program/central-coast-clsd-partnership
https://publications.legalaid.nsw.gov.au/PublicationsResourcesService/PublicationImprints/Files/1163.pdf
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3. Create and distribute a wallet card about Trespass 
- 500 copies will be printed and sent to Central Coast CLC for distribution in 

partnership with the CLSD Program regional coordinator.  
- Central Coast CLC wrote the text and the CLSD Program Unit organised the design 

and printing.  
- Plan to distribute some of the wallet cards to centre management of shopping 

centres on the Central Coast to give to young people if they are giving them a warning 
about trespass or a trespass notice.  

4. San Remo Community Connect Day 
- Positive collaboration between so many services and met goal to take services to the 

northern half of the Central Coast.  
- Attendance from the public was lower than hoped for.  

 
Discussion re collaborative event(s) in 2025 

- Christine noted location and timing are very important when aiming to help people 
with fine debt. Suggestion to host something outside Wyong Local Court or nearby at 
Oasis. Email Registrar Chris Dapto re feasibility.  

- Jodie noted the Elder Abuse Service visits Toukley Neighbourhood Centre as they 
support many elderly residents.  

- Dylan noted that Mingaletta in Umina and Wyoming Neighbourhood Centre are 
interested in hosting outreach. Wyoming asked for help with civil law issues; could 
this be a CLE? 

- Law Week 2025, 16 – 22 May: 
o Suggestion to organise a breakfast or lunch for local workers in the legal 

assistance sector and possibly also an event for the community.  
o Need to check existing law week schedule with local law society.  

 
Young Parents Day Out – 5 March 10am – 12pm, Young Parents Hub at Wyong 

- Legal Services very welcome to attend 
- There will be free haircuts and guest speakers  

positive, this could be used 
to support future print-runs 
and possibly adding the 
resource to the Legal Aid 
NSW publications library, 
like the factsheet. (regional 
coordinator and Central 
Coast CLC) 

Check if any legal partners 
are attending or would like 
to attend the young 
parents day in Wyong and 
offer assistance with birth 
certificate applications 
under the MOU the CLSD 
Program has in place with 
the NSW Registry of Births, 
Deaths and Marriages. 
(regional coordinator) 

https://www.legalaid.nsw.gov.au/about-us/our-partners/cooperative-legal-service-delivery-program/central-coast-clsd-partnership
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3. Guest 
speakers 

Jo Anne – Justice Advocacy Service 

- Supports young people and adults on the Central Coast with a cognitive impairment 
who are in contact with the criminal justice system, including as victims, witnesses 
and suspects/defendants to exercise their rights and fully participate in the process.  

- The service operates 24/7 365 days per year.  
- Clients do not need to provide evidence of a diagnosis.  
- Cognitive impairment includes: 

o Intellectual disability 
o Borderline intellectual functioning 
o Acquired brain injury 
o Drug or alcohol related brain damage including foetal alcohol spectrum 

disorder 
o People on the autism spectrum 
o Dementia 
o Genetic disability 

- JAS can support people attending courtin-person and via audio visual link so attend 
correctional facilities and juvenile justice centres like Frank Baxter also.  

- JAS staff work closely with NDIS service providers to obtain relevant reports for 
existing clients and to make referrals for eligible clients.  

- A large part of the work is making sure people attend their court matters as clients 
are often caught for breach of an order, mainly because they have forgotten a court 
date.  
 

Helpful Resources 

- Police Powers Easy Read: good to use when speaking to young people and people 
with cognitive impairment. Seach for Easy Read resources on Legal Aid NSW 
publications and resources webpage 

- AVOW App: a free mobile app that people who need to follow an apprehended 
violence order can use to help them to stick to the order. It includes easy to read 
information about orders, a planning tool and FAQs. 

 

 

https://www.legalaid.nsw.gov.au/about-us/our-partners/cooperative-legal-service-delivery-program/central-coast-clsd-partnership
https://idrs.org.au/jas/
https://www.legalaid.nsw.gov.au/ways-to-get-help/publications-and-resources
https://dcj.nsw.gov.au/children-and-families/family-domestic-and-sexual-violence/support-programs/avow.html
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Questions 

1. Does JAS receive many referrals for elderly people? 
- No, have only received about 2 referrals in 5 years.  

 
Penny Newson – Central Coast Community Council 

- Central Coast Community Council (CCCC) supports community service 
organisations to disseminate information and coordinate local responses. It is 
currently funded by the Department of Communities and Justice but is looking to 
diversify its funding.  

- Programs include: 
o Targeted Early Intervention (funded to 30 June 2025) 
o Interagency meetings 
o Events calendar and news channel ‘did you know’ 

- Over 1,000 community service workers participate in the online platforms and 
interagency meetings.  

 
To get involved/promote your service or an event: 
Email: rdo@thecccc.org.au 
Phone: 0425 277 518 

5.Service/project 
updates  

Work and Development Order (WDO) Service, Legal Aid NSW 
Christine.francis@legalaid.nsw.gov.au 

- New WDO guidelines! 
- Watch the training video. 
- Exciting changes include: 

o Court ordered activities can be included 
o Children as young as 10 with fines can count school attendance towards a 

WDO to pay off the debt. 
o Social workers can register as WDO sponsors.  

 
Elder Abuse Service, Legal Aid NSW 
Jodi.beaver@legalaid.nsw.gov.au 

 

https://www.legalaid.nsw.gov.au/about-us/our-partners/cooperative-legal-service-delivery-program/central-coast-clsd-partnership
https://thecccc.org.au/
mailto:rdo@thecccc.org.au
mailto:Christine.francis@legalaid.nsw.gov.au
file:///D:/UserData/winneckeb/Downloads/wdo-guidelines%20(1).pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sr97FSpswpE
mailto:Jodi.beaver@legalaid.nsw.gov.au
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- The Elder Abuse Service is attending the Senior’s Week events at Gosford 
Racecourse on 6 March and Wyong Racecourse on 14 March.  

 
Central Coast CLC 

- Now providing a traffic clinic at Gosford Local Court on Tuesdays.  
- Telephone advice is available for the AVO list day at Gosford Local Court on 

Wednesday 
- In-person advice on the AVO list day at Wyong Local Court on Thursdays is the same.  
- Justice of the Peace training taking place at Gudjagang Ngara Li-dhi on Wednesday 5 

March. Aim to have more Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people providing this 
service.  

 
Sorry Business and the Law – Project Update  

- The CLSD Program Unit and Legal Aid NSW aim to publish the resource this year.  
- Key dates in draft project timeline: 

o April 1, 2025: final text provided to Legal Aid NSW Publications Team 
o April 9, 2025: design quotes obtained and 1 approved 
o June 13, 2025: Final design completed, obtain small number of printed 

copies for community feedback 
o July 2025: obtain community feedback through consultation in collaboration 

with Legal Aid NSW Client Services Unit and Central Coast Community (via 
Gudjagang Ngara Li-Dhi) 

o August – September 2025: feedback collected, time for text amendments and 
updates to print and online versions.  

o October 2025: final print, publication and promotion of online and print 
versions of resource.  

  
6.Next meeting  19 May 2025 

 

 
 

 

https://www.legalaid.nsw.gov.au/about-us/our-partners/cooperative-legal-service-delivery-program/central-coast-clsd-partnership
https://gnl.org.au/

