
 

 
  
 

 Moree CLSD Program Meeting Q4 

21 November 2025 – Dhiiyaan Centre 

10 – 1pm, In person 
 

Present: Alex Noble (Moree PCYC), Nicole Brown (Centacare), Abbie Kent (Centacare), Adam See (Moree Bail 
Accommodation Program), Thomas Chatfield (Byamee), Hayleigh Rose (Moree Bail Accommodation Program), Carl McGrady 
(Dept. Education), Kate Halliday (ALS-ACFAS), Bernadette Terry (Youth Justice), Fiona Smith (NSW Health), Denise Webb 
(Pius X), Jane Davis (Vinnies), Glen Crump (Miyay Birray Youth Service), Lowanna Gibson (ALS-ACFAS), Justine O’Reilly 
(CLSD Unit), Haney Cho (Moree Legal Aid), Jaime Winslow (Moree Legal Aid), Maxine McGrady (IFBS), Steve McIntosh 
(LALC), Alisa Akins (Premiers Dept), Ian Brown (Just Reinvest), Janelle Murphy (Challenge), Judy Duncan (ALS – CLSD) 
 
Apologies: Christopher Duncan (ALS), Angie Weir (ALS- ACFAS), Ros Sampson (Byamee), Sarah Proudfoot (DCJ)  
Mary Duke (Aboriginal Housing), Toni Longbottom (ALS - Justice Reinvestment), Theresa Lake (ALS - Community 
Partnerships & Programs), Tanya Finneran (CLSD Unit), June Gollan (WDO-LA), Toni Johnston (AA), Darrel Smith 
(Miyay Birray Youth Service), Gilbert & Tobin Law, Elizabeth Taylor (Dept Education) 
 

Agenda item Discussion Action/ 
Outcome  

Welcome/Acknowledgement 
and  
Introductions 

Judy did an acknowledgment to country, and everyone briefly 
introduced themselves names, positions and organisations 

 

 

Guest speaker from  
Moree Bail 
Accommodation 
Program  

 Adam See, Project Manager, Moree Bail Accommodation Program 

• Service provides accommodation strictly for young people (12 – 17 
years old) who are on bail; referrals expected via courts/magistrates. 
Community referrals not accepted 

• Capacity limit noted as four beds at one time; high-risk cases 
prioritized. 

• Focus on keeping kids “on country” and out of custody. 

 



 

 
  
 

• Funding is for 3 years.  Lease signed on 5-bedroom house.  Preparing 
the house now. Plan for accommodation to be open in December. 

• Emphasis on case management – individual support during stay - 
trust-building for ongoing connection post-exit. 

• In addition, there will be programs for 6 – 10 youth who are not in bail 
accommodation  

•  Program will employ 5 – 10 Case Managers/Youth Officers 
• Community considerations raised: elders’ input into referrals 

acknowledged as important; governance process to be clarified. 
• Adam will work with legal assistance providers around the procedure 

for youth to get timely legal advice 
 

Guest Speaker from NSW 
Legal Aid Moree Office 

Haney Cho, Solicitor-in-charge, Legal Aid Moree Office 
• Office has the following staff: 2 Family lawyers, 1 criminal lawyers, 1 

relief criminal lawyer, plus an Aboriginal Field Officer (Lola Craigie) 
supporting engagement and cultural liaison, & Office Manager Felicity 
Curtis.  

• Jaime Winslow, Civil Solicitor, is based in Moree, and can assist with 
fines, working with children for checks, housing (evictions/major 
repairs/health issues). For employment issues there is a specialist 
team  

• Clinics held weekly for civil and family matters; urgent cases can be 
expedited even outside regular bookings. 

• Appointments (phone and in-person) by booking, however clients can 
come to the office between 9AM-1PM and 2PM-5PM Mon-Fri 
(excluding public holidays) and will be triaged and assisted by 
reception. 

o Criminal Law Advice Clinic: 1st, 2nd and 4th Thursdays. 
o Family Law Advice Clinic: every Wednesday. Also provide an 

Apprehended Domestic Violence Order/Domestic Violence drop 
in advice at the Moree Local Court on Mondays 10AM-12PM. 

o Civil law advice clinic: every Monday 

CLE on 
Workplace 
Rights?  



 

 
  
 

• Legal Aid can do legal education for community services 
• Request, from Denise at Pius, for CLE on workplace rights 

Guest Speaker  
NSW Premier’s 
Department 

Alisa Akins, Senior Program Coordinator Officer, NSW Premier’s 
Department 

• Between August 2024 and March 2025, the NSW Premier’s 
Department reviewed the services available in Moree Plains to support 
young people who are in contact with the criminal justice system, as 
well as their families. 

• The aim of the review was to improve service delivery, identify gaps 
and duplication in services, and find opportunities to strengthen the 
service system. 

• The Premier’s Department, in consultation with the local Governance 
Group, have developed an action plan which includes 
recommendations and 53 proposed actions to respond to the findings 
of the service review. 

• Each action is assigned a lead agency or agencies responsible for its 
implementation, 

• NSW government is providing $2 million funding which will support the 
implementation of these actions over the next 4 years.  

• There are 8 main actions:  
o 1) address specific gaps in key service streams in (eg: 

education, health, criminal justice, housing etc)  
o 2) Strengthen assessment referral and case management,  
o 3) improve local workforce capacity and capability,  
o 4) improve service awareness and accessibility,  
o 5) strengthen commissioning and funding processes  
o 6) strengthen local governance structures  
o 7) strengthen community healing and reconciliation and  
o 8) improve data collection monitoring and evaluating  

• Projects include revitalizing the Shed and working on Guumali with 
NSW Police 

Premier’s 
department and 
CLSD are to meet 
and   ensure their 
action plans align 



 

 
  
 

• Co – Chairs of the Governance Group are: LALC and Premier’s 
Department. 

• In the first 12 months, they will concentrate on youth crime and 
supporting families. 

• You can access more information about the Action Plan  Moree Plains 
Service Review Summary 

• CLSD and Premiers department to work together to ensure their action 
Plans align 
 

Guest Speaker from 
ALS’ Aboriginal Child 
and Family Advocacy 
and Support Program 
(AFCAS) 

Kate Halliday, Solicitor, AFCAS, ALS – Dubbo & Moree 
• AFCAS provides early support in Dubbo and Moree for Aboriginal 

parents and carers whose children are at risk of being removed. 
• Advocates and lawyers (care & protection/family law & Civil) work 

together to support client 
• There is an agreement between DCJ, ALS, and Legal Aid which says 

that DCJ must refer all clients to LA and ALS as soon as they have 
concerns. 

• Kate is interested to know if referral are actually happening 
• Multiple speakers raised issues about DCJ practitioners’ engagement 

styles causing distress, including reports of bias and inadequate 
communication of client rights. 

• Ian Brown at Just Reinvest says Mob needs to know their rights – 
because otherwise government runs rough shod over them 

• Suggestion to develop or circulate one-page rights resources and offer 
community legal education 
 

CLE on 
parents/carers 
rights when DCJ 
is getting involved 

Develop or 
circulate one-
page rights 
resources  
 
Feedback to Kate 
about whether 
DCJ is referring 
clients to LA or 
ALS  

Question: PCYC 
asked what they have 
been doing in the 
space with young 
people 

PCYC Evening Program Overview (Moree PCYC) – Alex Noble 
• Program running Thursday–Saturday, 4:00–8:30 pm (sometimes later). 
• Activities provided for kids, dinner served, and safe drop-offs 

conducted. 

 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/noindex/2025-10/moree-plains-service-review-and-action-plan-report.pdf
https://www.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/noindex/2025-10/moree-plains-service-review-and-action-plan-report.pdf


 

 
  
 

• Under-8s require parent physical sign-in, drop-off address, and contact 
number recorded. 

• Potential for coordination with supervised youth programs to engage 
young people on bail in structured recreation. 

 • Pius has a group meeting from 12   - 2 pm weekly for parents of kids 
on D & A 

• NSW LA - Connecting with Our Community - Meet Your Local Legal 
Professionals Tuesday 25 November at Dhiiyaan Aboriginal Centre – 
10.00 to 12.00 

 

Developing Action Plan 
in 2026:  Results of 
survey  

. 
CLSD Partner Survey  
• 37 people completed the survey 
• 4 main legal issues  

1. FDV 
2. Housing 
3. Mental health 
4. Fines and Debts/ Mental health and capacity 

• 4 main non – legal issues  
1. D & A 
2. Mental health 
3. FDV 
4. Housing instability and homelessness 

• Groups which should be prioritised 
1. First Nations 
2. Women experiencing violence 
3. Young people/ people experiencing homelessness 
4. People with a disability 

• Places where legal help is difficult to access  
o Boggabilla 
o Toomelah 
o Goondiwindi 
o Warialda 

 



 

 
  
 

o Mungindi 
The answers to questions 5 – 10 of the survey are not able to be ranked, as 
everyone had different responses.  The complete responses were sent to 
CLSD partners in November. 
 

Other business Next meeting: Legal Partners only - 27 February      10 am – 12 pm   
ONLINE 
Theme:  Developing Action Plan 2026 – 27 
 
Proposed dates for 2026 - 10.00am – 12.00noon 
22 May - Online 
21 August – Online 
20 November – Face to Face 

 

 

 


