
 

     

  

Taree Forster CLSD Action Plan 

2025 – 2027  

 
CLSD Program Objective –  

To build and nurture a network of legal assistance and community services to increase access to justice and improve legal and social outcomes for 

people experiencing social or economic disadvantage or dislocation. 

 

FINES AND DEBT  

Fines and fine debt continue to be relatively high in the region. The value of overdue fines held by people living in the 2430 postcode was $5,473,907 
on 7 January 2025. We would like to reduce the burden of fine debt on people experiencing economic and social disadvantage by working creatively 
and collaboratively.   

Actions  What we need (resources)  Monitoring and notes  

Support our community to reduce fine debt 

through education sessions, fines days and 

increasing community awareness of how we can 

best support people with fines.  

Work with Legal Aid and Services NSW to host 

and deliver fines/debt day in practical locations.  

 

Create and advertise clear and easy 

communication on how our community 

members can reduce and pay their fines.  

CLSD to follow up Gilbert and Tobin’s offers to 

create easy to understand and relatable 

posters/information sheets. 

 

Share/Edit the information postered created by 

Legal Aid (Jan 2025)  

  



 

     

HOUSING AND HOMELESSNESS  

We would like to continue to improve support for those at risk of or facing homelessness and housing stress.   

Actions  What we need (resources)  Monitoring and notes  

Training for community workers on tenancy laws 
including for tenants experiencing family and 
domestic violence including the 2025 Tenancy Law 
reform. 

TAAS   

  

 CLSD to confirm Q2 2025 present to all 

community workers as additional 

information/training at CLSD Q2 2025 

Share information about how the law regulates real 

estate agents’ use of apps to apply for rentals and for 

rent payments and use of bonds/holding fees.  

TAAS  

  

  

  

  

   

Provision of legal services on Fridays at 

Wesley/homelessness hub at Taree Uniting Church. 

Ongoing collaboration and communication 

with MNCLC and Legal Aid to attend.   

CLSD to facilitate fines day and BC events to align 

with homelessness week/Hub days.  

CLSD coordinator to attend Mid Coast Homelessness 

interagency.   

CLSD coordinator Bi-monthly 

 

  



 

     

REFERRALS, ACCESS TO LEGAL SERVICES AND SHARING INFORMATION  

We hope to continue to enhance early referrals and access to legal services for priority client groups.  

Actions  What we need (resources)  Monitoring and notes  

Prepare and share flyer about free legal outreach 

clinics in Taree/Forster  

Legal Aid NSW Port Macquarie  

MNCLC  

 

Maintain Guide to Free Legal Services and 

advertise and encourage services to utilise Law 

Access – remind services these are available on 

CLSD/Legal Aid website 

CLSD continue to update and distribute.    

Birth registrations and certificates:  

• Sharing information on BDM fee-waiver  

policies with community services and 

workers.  

• Explore Contacts and investigate best 

“ins” with hospitals  

• Information sharing at hospitals re: birth 

registration. Specifically, community 

nurses to ensure follow up after births. 

CLSD coordinator to investigate and build 

relationship.  

 

Continue to offer/share information on 

registrations.  

QR Code via Community Nurses and in New 

Parent Bag  

 

Mid Coast Council – Community Development 

(Jane) happy to take to health meeting  

MNCLC willing to attend staff meeting to share 

information around this also  

COMMUNITY LEGAL EDUCATION  

Community Legal Education / Training for community workers, particularly people working in family and domestic violence  

Actions  What we need (resources)  Monitoring and notes  



 

     

Family-law related:  

•  CLE with case studies and panel with 

Legal Aid, WDVCAS, Police  

  

Case studies / panel with Legal Aid NSW,  

WDVCAS, Police  

  

  

Planning Ahead and Power of Attorney: 

Gilbert and Tobin Wills Clinics (Taree and Forster) 

Continue to share information with community 

workers and members  

Gilber and Tobin 

Legal Aid 

MNCLC 

MNCLC willing to attend hospital staff meeting to 

help promote the importance and information 

share.  

  

Domestic and Family violence:  

•  Share up to date information and 

resources (including victim services)  

MNCLC 

WDVCAS 

WDVCAS – Q3 2025 Agenda Item  

Legal Support for Youth - Continue to foster a 

relationship with Youth on Track and engage with 

Youth Justice to ensure early 

intervention/support with the law. 

CLSD, Youth on Track, MNCLC and PM Legal Aid 

TBC Links/Contacts with Youth Justice 

Youth On Track presenting at Q2 CLSD meeting 

2025 

Chole (PM Legal Aid) will connect CLSD with 

Youth Justice  

COMMUNITY DAYS AND EVENTS  

Events – including provision of birth certificates.  

  

Actions  What we need (resources)  Monitoring and Notes  

Hold events with relevant services community 

events:  

• Support services to attend NAIDOC 

Community Days and events 

 CLSD to coordinate and share events with 

partners to ensure/support attendance 

  

  

  



 

     

Birth certificate and fines day:  

• Attend Taree Homelessness Week event 

annually to provide free birth certificates 

and legal support 

• Provide opportunity for Free BCs and 

Legal Support in Port Macquarie and 

Forster  

CLSD to coordinate with Legal Aid and MNCLC 

- Taree Homelessness Hub 

- PM Homelessness Hub 

- Forster Tobwabba/FNC 

  

Confirmed events March 2025 (Forster) May 

2025 (Port Macquarie)  

Aim to attend Taree Homelessness week Hub 

events. 

  


