
 

 
  
 

Taree Foster CLSD Program Meeting Q2 

27 May 2026 – First Steps Count Child and Community Centre, 4 Myall Ave Taree 
 

MINUTES 

Present:  Kate Darnell - CLSD regional coordinator, Justine O’Reilly - CLSD Manager, Hannah Rees Recovery Worker Manning Valley 
Neighbourhood Services, Jane O’Dwyer - MCC Community & Cultural Development, Kristy Petersen - MCC Community 
Resilience Officer, Ronald Dennison - PM Legal Aid, Emma McGuire - Mid Coast Tenants Advice Advocacy Service, Paul 
Knight -  Salvation Army Financial Wellbeing, Jane Titterington Mid North Coast Legal Centre, Annemarie Kirchen   - 
Forster Neighbourhood Centre Financial Wellbeing Team, Annette Andrews Family Law Mediator Interrelate Taree, 
Jennifer Hansen  Community Legal Education Legal Aid, Rebecca Stock  & Sheree White   Home Based Youth Services, 
Maral Jano  Community Engagement Redfern Legal Centre.  

Apologies –     Beata McClean - MVNS Migrant Support Worker, Cody Baxter PM Legal Aid, Pauline Smith - KNC Mid North Coast 
Financial Counselling Service, Natalie Gentle - Mid North Coast Legal Centre, Michael Hunter – Hunter CLC 

 

Agenda item Discussion Action/Outcome  
 
Welcome & 
Acknowledgement 
to Country – Kate 
Darnell  
 

 
Welcome and Acknowledgement to Country 

 

 
Opening and 
purpose - Kate 
Darnell   

• CLSD Program Objective – To build and nurture a network of legal 
assistance and community services to increase access to justice and 
improve legal and social outcomes for people experiencing social or 
economic disadvantage or dislocation. 

 

 



 

 
  
 

• Today’s Meeting Objective –  
To connect local partners, foster collaboration, and provide updates on 
key services. Maral Jano from Redfern Legal Centre will be sharing 
information on The Financial Abuse service – a specialist free and 
confidential statewide service helping people who have experienced 
financial abuse from an intimate partner.  

 
 
Service 
Introductions 

 
Brief introductions were provided by all attending services 

 

 
 
The Financial 
Abuse Statewide 
Program 
Presentation 
(intimate partner 
abuse) – Redfern 
Legal Centre, Maral 
Jano 

 
Maral shared that the Financial Abuse (intimate partner program) hope to engage via a 
NSW road trip to engage with regions experiencing high levels of domestic violence, 
with a focus on financial abuse defined as patterns of control, exploitation or 
sabotage of finances to gain power. The team expressed interest in collaborating with 
services during the NSW visits. 
 
FAS specialises in intimate‑partner financial abuse and noted that 4.2 million 
Australians have experienced violence, emotional abuse or economic abuse since 
age 15. Common behaviours include blocked access to Centrelink, coerced 
signatures, debts in the victim’s name, misuse of company structures, and barriers to 
property settlements. FAS does not provide long‑term counselling; eligibility requires 
financial abuse by an intimate partner, a relevant legal issue, and a NSW connection. 
 
Referral indicators include debt notices, calls from collectors, unexplained bills, 
child‑support issues, ATO/ASIC letters, or legal correspondence.  
 
Intake is via 02 8037 8090, fasintake@rlc.org.au or the online form.  
 

 

Maral to provide slides 
for Kate to circulate.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
  
 

Service Updates 
and relevant legal 
issue/Unmet Needs 

Kate – on behalf of MVNS Regional Migrant worker – continued frustration with 
legal/property settlement issue and community member not being appropriately 
supported.  
 
Paul – Salvation Army Financial Wellbeing, Taree - Intake through state office, or direct 
to worker. Planning and budgeting straight away mainly Taree, Wingham and smaller 
communities. Worker in Forster and Port as well. 
 
Jane MNCLC – Provided an outreach update  
 
Kate shared - Outreach document being finalised  
Guide for free legal support will be circulated along with it soon. 
 
Annemarie Forster Neighbourhood Centre, Financial Wellbeing – WDO waiting list 
and people struggling with fines and debt. 
Kate shared information on the MNCLC LAMP program  
 
Annett  Interrelate – changes around legal aid to qualify needs to be a DV component 
for family law. See trend due to cost of living, living separated under the same roof, not 
being able to find legal services and can’t afford it. Feedback community members are 
being told to just mediate and don’t seem to be getting proper legal advice.  
  
Justine CLSD Manager – Summary of new legal aid eligibility re: Family Law 
Updates – Feedback needed for CJCs – impact of not having them – Emma from TOA 
suggested  
EWON – suggested lobbying for MCC to become a member 
 
Jenny – shared Community Legal Education update including links to recent podcasts 
and webinars  
 

 

 

 

 

Kate to circulate Legal 
and Outreach Guide 
before end of June.  

 

Kate to share clinic 
information and 
contacts with Anne-
Marie  

 

Kate to circulate Family 
Law/Legal Aid 
changes/summary with 
minutes.  

 

 

 



 

 
  
 

https://www.legalaid.nsw.gov.au/ways-to-get-help/community-legal-
education/community-legal-education-community-workers 

Taree/Forster 
CLSD Updates 
including 
Minutes/Business 
Arsing 
Kate Darnell and 
Justine O’Reily  

Kate – wrote a letter to the mayor requesting debt line to be put on water bills – 
rejected by mayor for three reasons which included –  
 
 
Wins Birth Cert fee waiver at Taree EWON event was a huge success. 2 Birth 
Registrations and 10 Birth Certificates – always great that Legal Aid and MNCLC could 
be there to support too.  
 
Tobwobba NAIDOC celebrations stall can be applied for before 31st of May – Will be on 
8th July. (Kate on leave but happy to assist with booking a stall) Ronald shared that they 
have had more engagement success in the past by circulating around the event rather 
being at a tent/in one specific place.   
 
Justine – positive UNICEF session - Certify Hope: The Social Return on Birth 
Registration report including newborn enrolment pilot – The link to watch the 
findings/session is below –  
 
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/0c17609f-5c14-4091-ac52-
941c0e9db941@d2c9e10e-1e02-4a4d-b2ba-
e35dc5937ac8?vod&attendeeId=6515fe6c-1258-432a-be90-290d5e98d378 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kate to include link in 
minutes. 

 

Next CLSD meeting for ALL partners and community workers will be meeting Weds 9th of Sept, 2026, 12:30pm First Steps Count, 4 
Myall Ave, Taree 
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