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A complex criminal matter includes:

News >

= All Supreme Court trials and pleas;
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Matters where the maximum penalty is life imprisonment;

Manslaughter trials and pleas;

VoW

All terrorism matters;

W

Sexual Assault matters where there are multiple complainants and/or
multiple defendants;

= Matters where the trial is complex because of the nature of the charge or
the defence or where significant case management is required (e.g. sex
slavery, fraud or money laundering charges where there are more than 30
counts and/or the total value is more than $500,000.00);

= Those trials involving a number of expert witnesses and identified by the
trial judge as requiring significant case management pursuant to s.141
Criminal Procedure Act 1986;

= Where the trial length is estimated at 20 days or more; and

= Where the brief of evidence is more than 5,000 pages.

Counsel may be briefed before arraignment.

The initial trial grant includes perusal of the brief, taking instructions and a
conference with the client in a correctional centre, where applicable.

The brief fee is paid once only. Counsel engaged at committal, either to advise on
the brief or on a direct access basis, or briefed for the committal, will not be
eligible to claim the initial trial grant brief fee as this fee will already have been
paid. Once briefed, counsel

should make all efforts to remain in the matter.

The same counsel should retain the brief for all stages of the proceedings,
including retaining the matter for trial where briefed at committal or before
arraignment.

Preparation in addition to the initial trial grant will not be considered before
arraignment unless there are exceptional circumstances.
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