
  
  

Care and Protection Fee Scale – Attachment 1 

Extended Legal Assistance 

1.  Section 90 variation/recission 
 

Advice and Merit Report – taking instructions and providing the client 

advice about the merit of their application 

$585 

Children’s Court  

2.  Establishment and placement 
phase 

Covers all work for the establishment and placement stages of a 
primary care matter, up to the final hearing stage. It covers 

• taking instructions, 

• reading court documents and other material,  

• drafting and preparing court documents in 

• Preparation for one interim or procedural application,  

• all court appearances, and 

$3,900  

3.  

4.  Court attendance time where an interim application is contested and/or 
requires judicial determination any interim hearing, per hour to 
maximum 5 hours 

$195/hour 

5.  Attendance at a dispute resolution conference, per hour to maximum 3 
hours 

$195/hour 

6.  Note: Legal Aid NSW may approve additional funding for the 
establishment and placement phase preparation where it determines 
there are exceptional circumstances.  
(See Fee guideline 1) 

$585 

7.  Interim application 
 
This fee is only available for 
both applicants and 
respondents.  
 
Item 8 is only available if: 

Covers all work for the preparation of, or response to, any interim 
application, including drafting and perusing court documents and 
related material and taking instructions  

$975 

8.  Court attendance time where an interim application is contested and/or 
requires judicial determination, per hour to maximum 5 hours 

$195/hour 



  
  

- the interim application is 
the second or subsequent 
interim application in a 
matter, and 

- The interim application is 
contested and/or requires 
judicial determination 

9.  Placement (final) hearing or 
establishment hearing where 
cross examination is required 

All work for the preparation for final hearing including taking instructions 
and preparing court documents  
 
Note: to be eligible for this funding, the matter must be set down for a 
final hearing. 
 

$975 for hearings of up to 
5 days 
 
$1950 for hearings up to 
10 days 
 
$390 for each additional 
day over 10 days 
 

10.  Appearance at final hearing, per hour to maximum 5 hours per day  $195/hour 

11.  Taking judgment if listed on a separate day $195 

12.  Note: Legal Aid NSW may approve additional funding for final hearing 
preparation where it determines there are exceptional circumstances.  
(See Fee guideline 2) 

$975 

13.  This includes: 
▪ Joinder applications 
▪ Section 87 right to be 

heard applications 

Application for leave – all work including taking instructions, preparing 
court documents and attending court 

$1,365  
 
 

14.  Court attendance time where a leave application is contested and/or 
requires judicial determination, up to 5 hours 

$195/hour 

15.  All work from the granting of leave up to the listing of the matter for final 
hearing (excluding any interim applications made in accordance with 
Item 7) 
 
Note: leave must be granted to claim this fees 

$1660 

16.  Note: Legal Aid NSW may approve additional funding for preparation 
where it determines there are exceptional circumstances.  
 
(See Fee guideline 1) 

$585 



  
  

17.  Section 76/82 All work in relation to a relisting of a s 76/82 report/s including taking 
instructions, preparing and perusing any court material 

$1,170 

18.  Court appearances, up to 5 hours $195/hour 

19.  Section 90 variation/recission 
 

Application for leave – all work including taking instructions, preparing 
court documents and attending court 

$975 
 

20.   Court attendance time where a leave application is contested and/or 
requires judicial determination and is to be determined submissions 
only, up to 5 hours 

$195/hour 

21.  All work up to the listing of any final hearing, including taking 
instructions, reviewing material and preparing court documents.  
 
Note: leave must be granted to claim this fee. 

$1,853 

22.  Attendance at dispute resolution conference, up to 3 hours $195/hour 

23.  All work for the preparation for final hearing or contested leave hearing 
that requires cross examination  
 
 including taking instructions and preparing court documents.  
 
NOTE: to be eligible for this funding, the matter must be set down for a 
final hearing. 
 

$975 (5 hours) for 
hearings of up to 5 days 
 
$1950 (10 hours) for 
hearings up to 10 days 
 
$390 (2 hours) for each 
additional day over 10 
days 

24.  Appearance at final hearing, up to 5 hours per day $195/hour 

25.  Application for further orders 
due to breach 
 
Application for extension of 
supervision 

All work including taking instructions, preparing court documents and 
court appearances  

$975  

26.  Dispute Resolution 
Conferences 

Attendance at dispute resolution conference, up to 3 hours $195/hour 



  
  

27.  Emergency Care and 
Protection Order (ECPO) 

All work to the conclusion of the ECPO matter including taking 
instructions, preparing court documents and court appearances 
 
Note: this fee cannot be claimed if the work was done on a duty basis.  

$975 

28.  Compulsory schooling order 
matters under the Education 
Act 1990 (NSW) 

All work up to any defended hearing including taking instructions, 
perusing material, preparing court documents and court attendances 
 

$975 

29.  Attendance at dispute resolution conference, up to 3 hours $195/hour 

 

Distr ict Court  

30.  District Court appeal 
 
Solicitor fees 

Taking instructions, reading court documents (and other material) 
interviewing witnesses, preparing affidavits and other court 
documents, issuing subpoenas and all court appearances other than 
the final hearing 

$195/hour 

31.  Court appearance at hearing, where counsel is not briefed $293/hour 

32.  Court appearance at hearing, where counsel is briefed $195/hour 

 

Supreme Court  

33.  Supreme Court inherent 
jurisdiction, adoption, judicial 
review and appeals 

Taking instructions, reading court documents (and other material) 
interviewing witnesses, preparing affidavits and other court 
documents, issuing subpoenas and attendance at all court 
appearances other than the final hearing 

$195/hour 

34.  Court appearance at hearing, where counsel is not briefed $293/hour 

35.  Court appearance at hearing, where counsel is briefed $195/hour 

 

Counsel  

36.  Children’s Court 
 

Appearance at hearing, up to 5 hours per day $293/hour 

37.  Preparation $975 for a hearing up to 5 days  



  
  

Note: Counsel can only be briefed 
in the Children’s Court where 
Legal Aid NSW determines the 
matter is complex (see Fee 
guideline 3). 

 
$1365 for a hearing of 6-10 days  
 
$1365 +$390 for every additional 
day  

38.  District Court, Supreme Court, 
High Court 

Merit advice $780 

39.  Appearance at hearing, up to 5 hours per day 
(a) Junior Counsel 
(b) Senior Counsel 

 
(a) $293/hour 
(b) $585/hour 

40.  Preparation $1170 for a hearing up to 5 days  
 
$1755 for a hearing of 6-10 days  
 
$1755 +$585 for every additional 
day  

 

Sol ic itor advocate  

41.  Children’s Court 
 
A solicitor will only be paid solicitor advocate 
rate if Legal Aid NSW has approved briefing 
counsel (See Fee guideline 4). 

Appearance at final hearing, up to 5 hours per 
day 

$293/hour 
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