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25 March 20XX 

 

Ms Catriona Stewart 

135 Sample Street 

Coffs Harbour NSW 2450 

 

 

Dear Catriona Stewart, 

Notice of intention to commence court proceedings 

I am writing to you following our parenting mediation on the 13 March 20XX.  

Unfortunately, no agreement was reached at mediation and a section 60I certificate 

was issued. 

I am sending you this letter to notify you of my intention to start court proceedings if 

necessary. 

Issues in dispute 

Following mediation, the issues still in dispute are: 

1. Who Maisie will live with and how much time she will spend with each of us 

2. What school Maisie will attend.  

Offer of settlement 

I would like to resolve these issues as soon as possible, to avoid the time and cost of 

lengthy court proceedings. As such, I make the following offer of settlement to 

resolve these issues: 
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1. That we share parental responsibility and decision-making power for Maisie 

2. That Maisie lives with each of us on a week about basis, beginning from after 

school on Friday (or 3.00 pm)  

3. That Maise attends Coffs Harbour Christian Community School 

4. Neither one of us will physically discipline Maisie. 

I propose that we formalise our parenting arrangements by applying for consent 

orders. 

Orders sought 

If I have to start court proceedings, I will be asking the court to make final orders that 

reflect my offer of settlement. 

Next steps 

I ask that you kindly respond to this offer within 14 days. I note that you are required 

to respond to this letter. 

If you agree to this offer, I will send you a copy of the draft documents within 7 days. 

If you don’t agree to this offer, please provide your offer to resolve these issues.  

If you don’t respond, I will apply to the Federal Circuit and Family Court of Australia 

seeking the abovementioned parenting orders without further notice. I hope that this 

won’t be necessary. 

Brochures and legislation 

Please see links to: 

• Marriage, families and separation (prescribed brochure) (hard copy 

attached) 

https://www.fcfcoa.gov.au/fl/pubs/marriage-families-separation
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• Duty of disclosure (hard copy attached) 

• Before you file – pre-action procedure for parenting cases (prescribed 

brochure) (hard copy attached) 

• Central Practice Direction: Family Law Case Management 

• Schedule 1 of the Federal Circuit and Family Court (Family Law) Rules 

2021 

Regards, 

Hamish Stewart 
Hamish Stewart 

 

 

https://www.fcfcoa.gov.au/fl/pubs/duty-disclosure
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