30 March 20XX

Mr Hamish Stewart
230 Sample Street
Coffs Harbour NSW 2450

Dear Hamish Stewart,
Response to notice of intention to commence court proceedings

| refer to your letter dated 25 March 20XX.

After carefully considering your proposed offer of settlement, | regret to inform you

that | cannot accept your offer.

Your proposal to significantly and suddenly change Maisie’s current routine is not in
her best interests: Moving from a routine where she spends one night with you per

fortnight to an equal time arrangement would be far too disruptive for a six year old.
Any changes to the current arrangements should occur gradually so that Maisie has

time to adjust without experiencing any discomfort or distress.
Issues in dispute
| agree that the issues still in dispute are:

1. Who Maisie will live with and how much time she will spend with each of us
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2.

What school Maisie will attend.

Counteroffer

| make the following offer of settlement to resolve these issues:

1.

That we share parental responsibility and decision-making power for Maisie.

That Maisie lives with me.

That commencing on 7 April 20XX, Maisie spends time with you as agreed

between us, but failing agreement:

a. Every second weekend starting from after school (or 3.00 pm) on Friday
until the commencement of school or (9.00 am) on Monday

b. Every Wednesday afternoon from after school (or 3.00 pm) until 6.00 pm

c.  The first half of all term school holidays.

Where changeover does not occur at school, it shall occur at McDonalds

Restaurant in Coffs Harbour.

Where Masie is not in my care on Mother’s Day, Maisie will spend time with me

every Mother’s Day from 9.00 am until 5.00 pm.

Where Masie is not.in your care on Father’'s Day, Maisie will spend time with

you every Father’s Day from 9.00 am until 5.00 pm.

That Maisie spends time with me from:

a. 9:00.am on Good Friday until 9.00 am on Easter Sunday in even
numbered years, and

b. 9.00 am on Easter Sunday until 9.00 am on the Tuesday after Easter
Monday in odd numbered years.

That Maisie spends time with you from:
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10.

11.

12.

13.

9.00 am on Good Friday until 9.00 am on Easter Sunday in odd numbered
years, and
9.00 am on Easter Sunday until 9.00 am on the Tuesday after Easter

Monday in even numbered years.

That Maisie spends time with me from:

a.

9.00 am on Christmas Eve until 1.00 pm on Christmas Day in even
numbered years, and
1.00 pm on Christmas Day until 6.00 pm on Boxing Day in odd numbered

years.

That Maisie spends time with you from:

a.

9.00 am on Christmas Eve until 1.00 pm on Christmas Day in odd
numbered years, and
1.00 pm on Christmas Day until 6.00 pm on Boxing Day in even

numbered years.

That Maise attends Coffs Harbour Public School.

Neither one of us will physically discipline Maisie.

That these parenting arrangements will be reviewed in 18 months.

If you accept this offer, | propose that we put our agreement into a parenting plan

rather than consent orders. A parenting plan is more appropriate if we are going to

review these arrangements in the future.

Orders sought if proceedings are commenced

If you commence court proceedings, | will be seeking final orders that reflect my

above offer of settlement.
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Response

Please provide your response to this offer within 14 days.

Regards,

Catriona Stewart
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